ISRAEL AND THE STATES EYE GAZA DEAL, PC 8 
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Death of 
young girl 
still a mystery 

FATALITY It is Still not 
known how a five-year-old 
girl found dead in her bed¬ 
room Tuesday was killed. 

An initial post-mortem 
examination was conduct¬ 
ed Wednesday morning, 
but Edmonton’s medical 
examiner ordered 
additional testing be com¬ 
pleted, the results of 
which could be released 
Friday. 

The little girl was found 
dead in the bedroom of 
her west end home Tues¬ 
day morning. 

Few details were 
released about the girl, or 
how she died. 

Police said the parents, 
who do not live at the 
home, were inconsolable 
upon hearing the news of 
their daughter’s death. 

METRO EMONTON 



am 

honoured 

to 

represent 
Alberta on 
this historic 
day." 

Dave 

Hancock 


envoy to 
Washing¬ 
ton, will 
be watch¬ 
ing the 
swearing- 
in 

ceremo¬ 
ny, along 
with par¬ 
ticipating 
in an in¬ 
augural 
barbecue hosted by the Al- 
berta-Washington office at 
the Canadian Embassy. 

Mar will also be watching 
the inauguration parade on 
top of the embassy that’s lo¬ 
cated along the parade 
route with a full view of the 
Capital. 

“I am honoured to repre¬ 
sent Alberta on this historic 
day,” said Hancock in a 
statement. “President-elect 
Obama has captivated not 
only his nation, but also the 
world, and I look forward to 
seeing him sworn in.” 

Hancock said he will also 
use the opportunity to net¬ 
work with politicians and 
business leaders. 

JEFF CUMMINGS 
/METRO EDMONTON 


Anderson honoured 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings(ametronews.ca 


He gave goaltenders night¬ 
mares during his lO-year 
tenure with the Edmonton 
Oilers, but staff at the Cross 
Cancer Institute feel Glenn 
Anderson also gave 
patients dreams full of 
hope. 

The NHL Hall of Famer 
would use eveiy goal he 
scored as a chance to raise 
thousands in cash for cancer 
research, and the player was 
known to make unan¬ 
nounced visits to the hospital 
just to greet patients. 

“He would veiy quietly, 
anonymously, show up to 


pay a visit to see patients,” 
said Jane Weller, a senior de¬ 
velopment officer with the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation. 

“What a lot of people 
didn’t know is that he spent 
coimtless hours with pa¬ 
tients.” 

Weller says she was in a 19- 
year-old patient’s room dur¬ 
ing one surprise visit from 
the speedy Oilers forward. 
The patient was lying on the 
bed and looking out the win¬ 
dow as his father sat with 
him, until a nurse came into 
the room and asked if he’d 
like to see a visitor. 

“He didn’t really respond, 
and he looked and saw An¬ 
derson, and, oh my goodness, 
he just sat up in bed,” said 


Retirement 

• The Oilers will lift Ander¬ 
son's No. 9 to the rafters 
during a 6 p.m. Sunday tilt 
with the Phoenix Coyotes. 

• A retirement ceremony 
will also be held Friday at 
noon inside city hall. The 
event is free and open to 
the public. 

WeUer. 

“Glen, in true tradition, 
didn’t just stay and make 
some idle chitchat... he fol¬ 
lowed up with the patient 
the next day because he 
wanted to come back and see 
that young man, but he died 
that night. 


“It just brings you to tears, 
and that’s what Glenn meant 
to the patients.” 

Anderson, who couldn’t be 
reached for comment, has 
said he’s proud of what he ac¬ 
complished for cancer re¬ 
search and patients. 

“I wasn’t only playing for 
my teammates on the ice, I 
was also playing for them,” 
said Anderson during a news 
conference last fall. 

“It made me a better per¬ 
son and a better player ... I 
had a lot more on the line.” 

Anderson’s No. 9 will be re 
tired at Rexall Place on Sim- 
day, joining Wayne Gretzky, 
Grant Fuhr, Jari Kurri and 
Mark Messier as honoured 
Oilers. 


Passengers are rescued after a U.S. Airways plane landed in the Hudson River in New York on Thursday. A U.S. Airways jet with more 
than 150 people on board came down in the frigid river off Manhattan after apparently hitting a flock of geese. Officials said every¬ 
one was rescued. See Story, pg 8 


Miracle on the Hudson All passengers rescued 


United States 

Presidential 

Inauguration 


Hancock 
D.C-bound 
for Obama 
swear-in 

U.S. Alberta Education Min¬ 
ister Dave Hancock will be 
logging on some major 
miles in a plane this week. 

The minister, who is 
already in the United King¬ 
dom on a trade mission 
with Energy Minister Mel 
Knight, will be heading to 
Washington, D.C., Sunday, 
days before Barack Obama 
is sworn is as president. 

Hancock and Gaiy Mar, 
Alberta’s 



From Bond to 
reluctant hero 



San Juan charm 


ShareYourViews 

edmontonletters(ametronews.ca 


LASER VISION CORRECTION 


* Prices are subject to change without prior notice. Prices vary based on prescription 
strength. Applicable to surgery on both eyes only, f Subject to Desjardins Card 
Services credit approval. No payments, no interest until January 2010. 


Starting at 


M90 


/eye* * 


A/EI/I/F//VA/VC/A/G 
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Down 

Payments 

Interest 

1 UNTIL JANUARY 2010M 


FREE Consultation 
780 - 702-2020 


Halifax 


Montreal 


EDMONTON: Edmonton City Center Mall, 10200 - 102 Avenue, Suite Cl 07 

Free Daily News Group Inc., operating as Metro Edmonton. 10123 -99 Street NW Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3H1. Publisher: Steve Shrout 


Vancouver 


www.lasikmd.com 
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Dr. Richard Leger 

MD, FRCSC 
40 000 procedures 
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Rally to support Palestinians planned 

A rally will be held on Saturday to protest Palestinians being killed in the Gaza 
war with Israel. Head to Churchill Square at 1 p.m. to take part, metro edmonton 


Children’s toy recalled 

About 1,000 units of a toddler’s toy are being recalled 
after 33 Canadian children suffered injuries, including 
broken bones, concussions and chipped teeth. Fisher- 
Price’s RainForest Portable Play Yard has been reported 
to have a faulty side rail. For information, contact Fish¬ 
er-Price at 1 - 800 - 432 - 5437 . METRO EDMONTON 


Sheriffs tackle 'real' scenarios 


Two new simulators will prepare trainees for real-life experiences 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@metronews.ca 


New technology will soon 
help would-be Alberta 
Sheriffs find out what 
they’re made of. 

Recruits will soon start 
using two new simulators 
that will better prepare 
them for real-life experi¬ 
ences in the field. 

Alberta Solicitor General 
Fred Lindsay hopped into 
the driver’s seat of an auto¬ 
mobile simulator for re¬ 
porters Thursday, to get a 
feel for what sheriffs expe¬ 
rience when transporting 
prisoners. 

The $150,000 machine 
has customizable variables 
for 400 diverse scenarios, 
including weather condi¬ 
tions, traffic, vehicle mal¬ 
functions and pedestrians. 

Though Lindsay crashed 
three times in a five- 
minute demonstration. 


training sergeant Kevin 
Duchnycz said the simula¬ 
tor emulates real-life situa¬ 
tions that sheriffs face dai- 

ly- 

“It doesn’t feel the same 
as a real vehicle, because 
there’s no motion, but it’s 
as real as it gets,” he said. 

Trainees will also be aid¬ 
ed by training on a use-of- 
force simulator, which 
tests reaction time under 
pressure in dangerous situ¬ 
ations. The device throws 
users into mock security, 
inmate transport and vehi¬ 
cle stops. 

Users are shot at with a 
68-calibre nylon ball to im¬ 
itate hostile fire, and are 
armed with pepper spray, 
guns, or a baton. 

The nine-week training 
course completed by po¬ 
tential sheriffs at the Solic¬ 
itor General Staff Gollege 
will integrate the simula¬ 
tors into the curriculum in 
Februaiy. 



Fred Lindsay, Alberta’s solicitor general and minister of public security, tests out a customizable driv¬ 
ing simulator Thursday morning at the Solicitor General Staff College. The simulator is used to train 
sheriffs, correctional officers and peace officers in driving situations specific to their work. 


Oil-rig jobs not as easy to find as before 


Calgary hiker’s 
body discovered 

AVALANCHE The body of a 
37-year-old hiker from Gal- 
gary was found near Gan- 
more by a Ganada Parks 
search dog, RGMP said. 

The hiker was swept 
away by an avalanche 
around 2:30 p.m. Wednes¬ 
day at the Three Sisters 
Dam just south of 
Ganmore. He was found 
buried under half a metre 
of snow just an hour into 
Thursday’s search. 

His name has not be re¬ 
leased pending notifi¬ 
cation of next of kin. 

METRO EDMONTON 


ALICIA FOX 

for Metro Calgary 


ECONOMY The days of big 
cash for little experience 
have disappeared as quick¬ 
ly as they came. 

Hopes to strike it rich in 
the oil rigs are no longer 
realistic, with the price of 
crude plummeting and the 
economy slipping further 
downhill. 

Keith Winters, who is on 
a rig near Fox Greek, says 
it’s not the place for some¬ 
one straight out of high 


Layoffs 

• There were 16,000 layoffs 
in December 2008, and 
more are expected. 

• In the interim, SAIT and 
NAIT both offer two-year 
programs that would aid 
chances of getting a job in 
the industry. 

school to be looking for 
work. 

“The opportunities are 
definitely passing,” he 
said, adding that he’s seen 
a lot of people laid off or 


temporarily out of work. 
He has buddies sitting at 
home, calling around and 
hoping for work, he said. 

Winters figures that 
those with no experience 
have “zero chance.” 

He also says it’s an ac¬ 
quired lifestyle and work is 
not always guaranteed — 
though he doesn’t feel his 
own job is in jeopardy 
since the company he 
works for is doing well, 
and has promised to send 
him to rig-technician class¬ 
es in March. 

Bob Schulz, a professor 


of strategic management 
at the University of Gal- 
gary’s Haskayne School of 
Business, is also the petro¬ 
leum land management di¬ 
rector. 

He said that young folks 
looking to break into the 
industry should consider 
going to school and getting 
some education in the field 
first. 

“In two years, 1 expect it 
to go back up to where it 
was in the last couple of 
years,” Schulz said. “The 
question is, ‘What do you 
do for the next two years?”’ 


Appeal sought in 
dog-abuse case 

LEGAL Animal-rights 
activists are applauding ef¬ 
forts to appeal the 
sentence of a Strathcona 
Gounty man who killed 
his neighbour’s dog. 

Shaun Eugene Rankin, 
43, pleaded guilty to the 
unlawful killing of 
Sammy, a mixed-breed 
white dog who wandered 
on to Rankin’s property 
last February. 

Rankin was handed a 
conditional sentence, made 
up of one year’s probation, 
100 hours of community 
service and a $50 fine. A 
Grown prosecutor has 
appealed the conviction, a 
move Voice for Animals of¬ 
ficials have been pushing 
for since the Sept. 11 
sentencing, metro edmonton 


News in brief 


ACCIDENT A 46-year-old man is 
dead following a workplace ac¬ 
cident in Nisku on Wednesday 
night. The accident happened 
at Midfield Supply. The victim, 
whose name has not been re¬ 
leased, was reportedly crushed 
between two trucks while load¬ 
ing a trailer, metro edmonton 
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What's online today. 


Video Canadian student 
gets personal invitation to 
inauguration at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Video No shortage of 
politicians' demands from 
the federal purse at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Video Obama 
brings rare “man 
of the people” 
image to D.C. at 
metronews.ca 
/world 
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VACATIONS 


Including an incredible 


7 day 


honeymoon to ■ 

Jamaica 

courtesy of Farlie Travel 
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O ROGERS 

EDMONTON 

CENTRAL 
10176 109 St. 

(780) 426-2355 
12302 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 488-6622 
Westgrove Shopping Centre 
14822 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 443-3022 
Edmonton City Centre 
10200 102 Ave. 

(780) 421-4540 
EAST 

Capilano Mall 
(780) 450-6880 
6839 83 St. (Argyll Rd.) 

(780) 465-5271 

SOUTH 

Millwoods Main Street Mall 
6558 28 Ave. (by Tim Hortons) 
(780) 440-2812 
6031 Gateway Blvd. 

(780) 438-2355 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 434-5620 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 439-0435 
South Edmonton Common 
(780) 485-9812 
3120 Parsons Rd. 

(780) 702-6001 
NORTH 
9715 137 Ave. 

(780) 456-5339 
WEST 

West Edmonton Mall Phase I 
(lower level near 
Galaxy Land entrance) 

(780) 484-4758 

West Edmonton Mall Phase II 
(by skating rink) 

(780) 413-9855 

West Edmonton Mall Phase III 
(by London Drugs) 

(780) 443-3040 

West Edmonton Mall, Chinatown 
(next to T&T Supermarket) 
(780) 483-8838 
10013 170 St. 

(780) 408-8917 
Mayfield Common 
10608 170 St. 

(780) 489-2255 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 

Prairie Mall 
(780) 513-2355 
Gateway Power Centre 
11020 100 Ave. 

(780) 539-7148 
FT. MCMURRAY 

Peter Pond Mall 
(780) 714-6150 
LEDUC 
6104 50 St. 

(780) 986-0986 
RED DEER 

Southpointe Common 
(403) 348-5777 
Bower Place 
(403) 314-5500 

ST. ALBERT 

Inglewood Town Centre 
(780)419-2355 
740 St. Albert Rd. 

(780) 459-0660 
SHERWOOD PARK 

993 Fir St. 

(780) 417-2355 
SPRUCE GROVE 
#112 183 Highway 16A 
(780) 962-3980 

OROGERS 

EDMONTON 

Kingsway Garden Mall 
(780) 471-3807 
Londonderry Mall 
(780) 476-3266 
Northgate Mall 
(780) 475-2724 
Bonnie Doon Mall 
(780) 463-0864 
Millwoods Town Centre 
(780) 436-7766 
North Town Mall 
(780) 476-6844 
10660 82 Ave. 

(780) 439-7223 
7629 38 Ave., PO Box 199 
(780) 462-4559 
11204 Jasper Ave. 

(780) 423-5530 
6570 28 Ave. NW 
(780) 469-1377 

Jasper Gates Shopping Centre 
(780) 484-1191 

Heritage Village Shopping Centre 
(780) 432-9288 
Clareview Towne Centre 
(780) 457-1331 
Trail South Corners 
(780) 435-8099 

Lakeside Landing Shopping Centre 
(780) 476-3925 
5818 Terrace Rd. NW 
(780) 469-1133 
FT. MCMURRAY 
Thickwood Shopping Plaza 
(780) 791-1017 

Northern Lights Shopping Centre 
(780) 743-5133 
RED DEER 
Parkland Mall 
(403) 309-3700 
Village Mall 
(403) 342-5008 
GRAND PRAIRIE 

9521 100 St. 

(780) 532-1100 
SHERWOOD PARK 

Sherwood Park Mall 
(780)416-1775 

Lakeland Ridge Shopping Centre 
(780) 449-1750 
Sherwood Centre 
(780)416-2330 
SPRUCE GROVE 

Grove Plaza 
(780) 962-5458 
ST. ALBERT 
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Who's in? 


ALL NEW 

BLACKBERRY®CURVE™ 8900 

• 3.2 MP camera with video capture 

• Thinnest full QWERTY BlackBerry 

• Built-in GPS and Wi-Fi (TalkSpot™ enabled) 


BLACKBERRY® CURVE™ 8320 

• Full keyboard 

• Built in Wi-Fi 

• Integrated camera and media player 


BLACKBERRY® PEARL™ FLIP 8220 

• Easy SureType® keyboard 

• Available in black or pink 


rogers.com/unlimited 

CANADA'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK; 

FEWEST DROPPED CALLS, CLEAREST RECEPTION 


Tyler loses Snowball fight 

■PHM 00:28 

kg ^ f Views: 514 
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Watch Video 
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authorized dealer ' 


UIRELESS etc... SS^reo 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


WAL-MART 


St. Albert Centre 
(780)418-1681 
Inglewood Centre 
(780) 458-3636 


^On select 3-year plans. Offers subject to change without notice. *Available with any BlackBerry device with subscription to select plans and activation with BlackBerry Internet Service. Includes unlimited personal e-mail (up to 10 accounts) while using BlackBerry on the Rogers Wireless 
network. See rogers.com/unlimited for plans and details. Usage subject to Rogers Terms of Service & Acceptable Use Policy available at rogers.com/terms. 

™Rogers & Mobius Design are trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. used under license. All other brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2009 Rogers Wireless. 









































metro 


metronews.ca 


Weekend, January 16-18,2009 




•PARIS JEWELLERS LOCATIONS* 

Terra Losa Centre-]70st.95ave • Bonnie Doon Mall * Londonderry Mall 
St. Albert Centre • Sherwood Park Mall • Mill Woods Town Centre 


4 local 


Talkin’ ’bout my generation 

A city committee focused on attracting young people, Next Gen, is looking 
for six new members. Visit www.edmontonnextgen.ca metro edmonton 



Bob Brown of Ames Motorsports rolls a Hyosung Aquila motorcycle into Northlands Agricom, 
while setting up for the weekend’s Edmonton Motorcycle Show on Thursday afternoon. 


Economy no match for hogs 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@metronews.ca 


The worldwide economic 
meltdown won’t keep mo¬ 
torcycle enthusiasts from 
buying more toys, say or¬ 
ganizers behind this week¬ 
end’s Edmonton Motorcy¬ 
cle Show. 

Organizers say the show 
reached record numbers in 
Toronto, a part of Canada 
where the economic down¬ 
turn has hit hard. 

And in Calgaiy, attendance 


numbers over last weekend 
were more than what was 
seen last year, something 
that was a surprise for show 
manager Laurie Paetz. 

“It looks like there are 
still a lot of people who are 
adjusting their budgets so 
they can still enjoy the 
toys that they have been 
used to having,” said Paetz. 

“The motorcycle indus¬ 
try, 1 think, will see less of 
an (economic) impact 
than what’s seen in other 
industries.” 

The show, which begins 


Friday and wraps up on 
Sunday, will showcase the 
latest from more than 30 
manufacturers of motor¬ 
cycles, scooters and off¬ 
road vehicles at the 
Northlands Agricom. 

Paetz says the show is in 
it’s eighth year in Edmon¬ 
ton and each year it contin¬ 
ues to get bigger. 

“In Northern Alberta, 
people enjoy the outdoors, 
the lifestyle and freedom 
that riding has to offer,” 
said Paetz. “Let’s face it, we 
love our toys.” 


News in brief 


ARRESTS Two young men and 
one youth have been charged 
following a swarming near the 
Churchill LRT station Wednes¬ 


day night. Security watched on 
surveillance video one group 
of young men allegedly attack 
another group with knives and 


sticks near the station. The sus¬ 
pects were followed and taken 
into custody by police. 

METRO EDMONTON 


Do you, your brother or 
sister have Crohn's Disease? 


You are invited to join this Canada-wide research study 
to heip identify the possibie causes of Crohn's Disease. 

Contact us if: 

• You are the brother or sister of a Crohn's Disease patient 

• You are generally healthy 

• You are between the ages of 6 and 35 

For this study, you will be asked to: 

• Attend 2 one hour visits 

• Complete 3 questionnaires 

• Provide a blood, stool and urine sample 

Help us find the cause. 

Contact us at: www.gemproject.ca 

or 

Call: 1-866-803-9632 

MOUNT SINAI 

Joseph and Wolf Lebovic 

Principal Investigator: Dr. K. Croitoru Funding provided by: 


THE GEM PROJECT 
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THE BAY 
CLEARANCE! 

30%-70% OFF 

• Women’s, men’s, kids’ & infants’ fashions, men’s underwe* 
women’s intimates, women’s & men’s sieepwear & robes 

• Watches and fine & fashion jeweiiery 

Fine jewellery includes gold, diamond, gemstone, cubic zirconia & cultured pearl jewellery. 

• Buy one, get one 50% off aii ciearance shoes 

Second item must be of equal or lesser value. 


^xoy 









Prices as marked. Selection will vary by store. 


AN EXTRA 40% OFF 

Previously-reduced dinnerware, stemware, 
housewares, knives, bedding, towels, 
pillows, decorative accessories, 
rugs & window coverings Off our last ticketed prices. 


AN EXTRA 30% OFF 

Women’s clearance-priced 
wallets & handbags 

Off our last ticketed prices. 


PLUS SAVE THIS WEEKEND! Friday, Jan. 16th to Sunday, Jan. 18th 



30% OFF 

MEN’S CASUAL PANTS 

BY IZOD, HAGGAR, SAVANE, 

LEE & PERRY ELLIS PORTFOLIO 

Also, 30% OFF 

All men’s dress pants 

Excludes Hudson Room & The West End Shop. 
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15% OFF 

ALL SMALL APPLIANCES 

BY KITCHENAID, CUISINART, 
BEAUMARK”, HAMILTON BEACH, 
DELONGHI, KRUPS & MORE 



40% OFF 

ALL TOWELS 

BY DISTINCTLY HOME EUROPEAN 
COLLECTION, 

DISTINCTLY HOME BASIC & 

GLUCKSTEINHOME 

HERRINGBONE 

Bath size: Reg. $8.99 Sale $5.39 


L 


20% OFF ALL FREEZERS 

BONUS: FREE FOODSAVER with 
any FRIGIDAIRE or BEAUMARK 
EnergyStar Freezer purchase'*' 

Shown: Beaumark® 9 cu. ft. chest freezer. 

Model #: 72640212. Reg. $439.99 Sale $351.99 

SAVE $88 

+See in-store for details. While supplies last. 


n 



50%-65% OFF 

ALL LUGGAGE 

BY AIR CANADA. TRAVELPRO, 
SAMSONITE, EDDIE BAUER, 
RICARDO BEVERLY HILLS & MORE 
Reg. $25-$700 Sale $10-$350 
Excludes any 974 price endings. 



$1800 OFF 

$1198 

SIMMONS BEAUTYREST 
CLASSIC OPAL COMFORT 
TOP QUEEN SIZE 
MATTRESS SET 

Reg. $2998 



50% OFF+ 

ALL COOKWARE SETS 


Plus, 25% OFF+ 

Open-stock cookware 

20% OFF 

Cookware BY CALPHALON & LE CREUSET 
^Excludes Calphalon, Le Creuset & ALL-CLAD. 


20% OFF 

ALL MANUFACTURER’S 
SPECIALS IN WATCHES, 
GOLD, DIAMOND, 
GEMSTONE, 
CUBIC ZIRCONIA 
& CULTURED 
PEARL JEWELLERY 

Off our last ticketed prices. 


*Credit = 50 x $ amount x 10. Excludes furniture, major appliances, mattresses and electronics. Other exceptions apply. See in-store for details. Cannot be combined with any other Hbc Rewards offer. 

Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. Everyday Bay Value, just-reduced. Power Buys. Manager's Specials, licensed departments, Salviati, Vera Wang and Hbc Foundation charity merchandise are excluded. When you see "POWER 
BUY" or "MANAGER'S SPECIAL" you will know we have found an exceptional deal to pass on to you. We may tell you the COMPARABLE VALUE on the price ticket and/or a sign, so you will see the price another retailer in Canada charges or would likely charge for the same or 
a comparable value item. Quantities of our Power Buys and Manager's Specials and items located in any ‘Style Outlet’ in-store departments are limited and may vary from store to store - no rainchecks or substitutions. When we say "PRICE CUT", we mean the existing everyday 
price is being lowered temporarily. See in-store for details. 



WWW.THEBAY.COM 
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N.S. man sentenced to life in N.Y. 

A judge in Plattsburgh, N.Y, handed down a life sentence to Glen Race Thursday afternoon. Race, of Dartmouth, N.S., had faced a min¬ 
imum 25 years to life in prison for killing Darcy Manor in Mooers, N.Y, in May 2007. He is ineligible for parole, cbc news online 


Canada 



Embassy a hot spot 

With its prime location and panoramic view of Barack 
Obama’s inauguration parade route, Washington’s A-list 
insiders are jockeying for position at the Canadian 
Embassy in Washington to watch history. For security rea¬ 
sons, embassy officials will not be releasing the guest list 
for the event. torstar news service 


Tories say budget will 
focus on job creation 


With a deficit of up to $30 
billion in its sights, the 
Conservative government 
is sharpening its message 
— and its tone —in 
advance of what Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper’s 
office is now calling ''one 
of the most important bud¬ 
gets in Canadian history.” 

The message: The gov¬ 
ernment gets it, and the 
opposition doesn’t. The 
tone: Unapologetic. 

Harper faces a series of 
confidence votes shortly 
after Parliament returns 
on Jan. 26. After first claim¬ 
ing Canada had avoided a 
recession, Harper now has 


to govern at a time when 
the shaky economy is rack¬ 
ing up corporate and indi¬ 
vidual victims daily. 

In the lead-up to 
the confidence 
votes, the govern¬ 
ment has instructed 
ministers, MPs and 
strategists to com¬ 
municate a handful 
of key messages to 
Canadians, their so- 
called “talking 
points.” 

The emphasis is 
on the budget as “a recov¬ 
ery plan,” said a senior 
Conservative source. 

As such, the government 


is dismissing opposition 
calls for long-term spend¬ 
ing measures that would 
“put our future at risk.” 

The Tories say the 
budget will fast- 
track spending on 
job-creating infra¬ 
structure projects 
like highways, 
bridges and conven¬ 
tion centres. It will 
“ensure consumer 
and business access 
to credit,” and will 
target “smart invest¬ 
ments” to help workers 
and communities depend¬ 
ent on ailing industries. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



Stephen 

Harper 


PRACTICAL NURSE DIPLOMA 


INFORMATION NIGHT 



Tuesday, January 27, 2009 
6 to 7:30 PM 

■ Visit NorQuest's new campus 

• Learn about the career, funding 
and prep 

• Ask questions 

■ Apply on the spot without 
paying a fee 


For more information 
caii 780-644-6300 

www.norquest.ca 


Native leaders ask for $36 stimulus package 


ABORIGINALS The economic 
crisis offers an “unprece¬ 
dented opportunity” to 
make overdue investments 
to tackle the serious prob¬ 
lems facing Canada’s abo¬ 
riginal population, native 
leaders say. 

The leaders met with the 
premiers and Prime Minis¬ 
ter Stephen Harper last 
night to make the case 
that aboriginals must get a 
share of the big-ticket 
stimulus package being 
proposed for the upcom¬ 
ing budget. 


“We can get 
shovels in the 
ground tomorrow.” 

Phil Fontaine 

Going into the meeting, 
Phil Fontaine, head of the 
Assembly of First Nations, 
unveiled a stimulus pro¬ 
posal to invest $3 billion in 
aboriginal priorities in¬ 
cluding infrastructure, 
such as housing, and edu¬ 
cation. 

“Our big concern now is 


that we’re in the middle of 
a crisis. Will we become an 
afterthought? 1 think that 
would be a real mistake if 
we were dismissed,” 
Fontaine said. 

“We’re looking for fair 
treatment,” he told re¬ 
porters at a news confer¬ 
ence yesterday. 

“The problem is not an 
absence of information. 
It’s an absence of action. 
We can get shovels in the 
ground tomorrow,” Fon¬ 
taine said. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Ontano Electric cars get a boost 



Shai Agassi, CEO of Better Place, talks at a news conference Thursday, where it was announced that 
the Californian company plans to build a network of stations to recharge or swap electric car bat¬ 
teries in Ontario, a move that could expand the market for electric cars in Canada. The company 
says with its technology, it’s quicker to switch out a car’s battery than it is to fill a tank with gas. 


News in brief 


SENATE Manitoba’s NDP gov¬ 
ernment has decided to 
consult the public about how 
to elect candidates for the Sen¬ 
ate of Canada. A sub-commit- 
tee of the legislature, made up 
of New Democrats, Progressive 
Conservatives and Liberals, is 
to hold public meetings over 
the next month, CBC News On¬ 
line reports. 


NORTEL London 2012 
Olympics organizers said on 
Thursday they were in talks 
with Games sponsor Nortel af¬ 
ter North America’s biggest 
maker of telephone 
equipment filed for bankrupt¬ 
cy. As a Tier 1 sponsor, Nortel 
is contributing around $58 
million to the 2012 organizing 
committee. 


PIPELINE BOMBINGS Eleven 
calls were made to a tip line af¬ 
ter oil and gas company 
EnCana announced a $500,000 
reward for the prosecution of 
those responsible for pipeline 
bombings near Dawson Creek, 
B.C., news1130.com reports. 
The calls came on the day the 
reward was offered. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Starting February, every Wednesday is Seniors 
Day: 10% off Bird Feed & Feeders 
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New British laws could force immigrants to wait for citizenship 

Foreigners living in Britain will have to wait longer to be granted citizenship under government proposals published yesterday. Migrants would have to spend time as probationary citizens be¬ 
fore winning full citizenship. Those who show they are committed to the country — for example, by doing voluntary service — could have their probation reduced to as little as a year, reuters 





Is there life on Mars? 

New observations of the atmosphere on Mars show fairly large amounts of 
methane along with water vapour in the summertime — the strongest sug¬ 
gestion yet that living organisms might be producing the gas. NASA scien¬ 
tists stressed that there is no direct evidence that anything living produced 
the methane, which could be produced by volcanic activity or live 
microbes, or could be left over from long-extinct life. reuters 


Israel, U.S. eye Gaza deal 


of the Bush administra- 


Israel worked to secure 
foreign guarantees on 
Thursday that arms smug¬ 
gling to Hamas militants 
would end under any deal 
to call off its offensive in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Foreign Minister Tzipi 
Livni left for talks in Wash¬ 
ington, Israel’s main 
backer. Analysts saw a pos¬ 
sible deadline for the of¬ 
fensive with the departure 


tion, after which Israel 
may be reluctant to test 
the support of the new 
leadership. 

UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon, on a peace 
mission to the Middle East, 
said the Israeli govern¬ 
ment was due to make an 
important decision on a 
ceasefire, but that it might 
take “a few more days.” 


Compound hit 

• An Israeli attack on a UN- 
compound in Gaza where 
700 Palestinians were shel¬ 
tered, destroyed desperate¬ 
ly needed food supplies. 

The Israeli offensive has 
killed some 1,105 Palestini¬ 
ans and wounded 5,100, of¬ 
ficials said. 


Hamas on Thursday of¬ 
fered a year-long, renew¬ 
able truce under which the 
Jewish state would with¬ 
draw its troops within a 
week and all Gazan border 
crossings would open. 

Israel did not immediate¬ 
ly address those terms as 
troops pushed into Gaza 
city and the air force killed 
the Hamas interior minis¬ 
ter. REUTERS 


What you need to know about 


paying your outstanding 2008 
Alberta health care premiums 

Did you know that you may still owe? 

Even though Albertans will no longer be billed for health care premiums in 2009 , 
premium payments still owing to December 31 , 2008 remain in effect. 

Who is responsible for paying 2008 health care premiums? 

• All Albertans unless they qualify for premium assistance, 
government-sponsored income support programs or are senior citizens. 

• Employers and benefit administrators who collect and/or remit premiums on 
behalf of their employees. 

• New Albertans who have registered and were eligible for Alberta Health Care 
Insurance in 2008 . 

Alberta Health and Wellness would like to thank Albertans who have paid 2008 premiums 
and remind those yet to pay their bill in full, that Alberta Health and Wellness will continue 
to issue statements on accounts with outstanding premiums. As well, those paying Alberta 
Blue Cross Non-Group insurance premiums, or other supplemental health premiums. 



Museum The main attraction 



Presidential 

Inauguration 


United States 


A woman poses yesterday with a wax replica of U.S. president¬ 
elect Barack Obama at Madame Tussauds in New York City. 


Plane downed by birds 
lands safely in NY. river 


EMERGENCY A U.S. Airways 
jet with more than 150 
people on board came 
down into the Hudson Riv¬ 
er off Manhattan after ap¬ 
parently hitting a flock of 
geese yesterday. Officials 
said everyone was rescued. 

The Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration confirmed 
everyone was off the plane. 
Several people were injured 
and taken to hospital. 

The FAA said it was in¬ 
vestigating reports that the 
Airbus A320 plane hit a 
flock of birds after taking 
off from New York’s La- 


Guardia airport. Five crew 
members and 150 passen¬ 
gers were aboard. 

Experts later said that 
landing a commercial jet 
on water without the 
plane breaking apart was 
extraordinary. 

New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg lauded the pi¬ 
lot for ensuring all those 
on board, including a baby, 
were safe. reuters 


Raw footage of the success¬ 
ful rescue operation at 

metronews.ca/world 



Bush defends 
record in speech 

FAREWELL U.S. president 
George W. Bush defended 
his actions to avert finan¬ 
cial collapse and protect 
America from terrorism in 
his televised farewell ad¬ 
dress Thursday. Five days 
before leaving the White 
House, Bush tried to define 
a record that some histori¬ 
ans are already ranking 
among the worst ever. 

“Facing the prospect of a 
financial collapse, we took 
decisive measures to safe¬ 
guard our economy,” Bush 
said, referring to a govern¬ 
ment intervention. “The 
toll would be far worse if 
we had not acted.” reuters 


News in brief 


POLITICS Sen. Hillary Clinton 
was approved by a Senate pan¬ 
el Thursday to become the next 
U.S. secretary of state, despite 
misgivings about her husband 
former president Bill Clinton's 
charity. The committee voted 
16-1 in favour, clearing a key 
hurdle to her appointment. 
CHECHNYA A Russian colonel 
jailed for murdering a Chechen 
girl was freed early from prison 
Thursday, provoking rage in 
Chechnya where one official 
said he should be put to death. 
Col. Yuri Budanov was jailed for 
10 years in 2003 for the murder 
of Elza Kungayeva, 18, a case 
that has become a symbol of 
human-rights abuses by federal 
forces. REUTERS 


BRENDAN MCDERMID / REUTERS 
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Let the buyer beware 

Explore all avenues when looking for a 'deal' on a car 



Marketp 


f you’re looking to buy 
a car these days, you’re 
probably on a budget. 
You might be consider¬ 
ing a used car — 40 per 
cent of all cars sold in Cana¬ 
da last year had previous 
owners, and with this econ¬ 
omy, that’s expected to rise. 

So how do you make sure 
you’re getting a deal and 
that the vehicle is also safe? 
A lot of people — and deal¬ 
erships — rely on a vehicle 
histoiy report, which is 
supposed to give you a car’s 
background (mileage, acci¬ 
dents, fire, flood and frame 
damage, etc.). In Canada, 
the most popular report is 


called Carfax (carfax.com). 
For about $40, you can run 
unlimited checks on vehi¬ 
cles for a month. 

Darren 

Brockett re¬ 
lied on Carfax 
when he 
bought a Nis¬ 
san Xterra in 
Port Coquit¬ 
lam, B.C. A 
dealership posted copies of 
Carfax reports on the web 
— so when Brockett saw 
the truck he wanted was 
problem-free, he snapped it 
up. 

Trouble is, we’ve learned 
there can be big problems 
with Carfax. For one thing, 
it doesn’t have access to a 
lot of insurance data, so we 
discovered vehicles that 
looked good on Carfax actu¬ 
ally had frame damage. An¬ 
other big problem? Carfax 
relies on information from 
police departments, motor 
vehicle departments and so 


'And if the price is 
too good to be true 
... there’s probably 
a reason.” 


on, but there can be delays 
in reporting time. Which 
means it can take months 
— even years — for trouble- 
some histoiy 
details to 
show up in 
the database. 

After Brock¬ 
ett bought his 
truck, he no¬ 
ticed it was 
pulling to the right when 
he drove. We tracked 
Brockett down and had his 
truck inspected by an auto 
frame expert. He discov¬ 
ered more than $2,000 
worth of frame damage 
and said the truck wasn’t 
safe to drive. The dealer 
claimed Brockett might 
have damaged the truck 
himself, even though it was 
clear the damage was at 
least a year old, and he had 
only had it a few months. 
So Brockett was left with 
no recourse, except a time- 
consuming and costly legal 


battle — something he fig¬ 
ured wasn’t worth it. 

When we brought our 
concerns to Carfax, they in¬ 
sisted it’s not their fault 
that information can be 
slow to get into the system. 

So, if you want to protect 
yourself when you’re buy¬ 
ing a used car, start with a 
test drive, and make sure to 
accelerate and brake, listen¬ 
ing for odd sounds. Most 
importantly, always get 
your vehicle inspected by a 
mechanic before you put 
down any money (even if 
the dealer says that was just 
done). Check several vehi¬ 
cle histoiy databases and 
compare notes. 

And if the price is too 
good to be true ... there’s 
probably a reason. 


Erica Johnson is a journalist and co-host 
of CBC News: Marketplace, Canada's 
award-winning consumer affairs show. 
CBC News: Marketplace airs each Friday night 
at 8:30 p.m. {9 p.m. NST) on CBC Television. 


Views 


Big Brother may have idle time on hand 



UrbanCom 


Ooooh! What a hotbed of 
significant debate our city 
hall has been this week. 

Our dedicated and bril¬ 
liant councillors, faced with 
an uncertain economic fu¬ 
ture, unrealistic tax increas¬ 
es, rampant homelessness, 
gang violence, a demoral¬ 
ized police force, crum¬ 
bling infrastructure and an 
increase in their salaries 
that is in no way tied to 
their performance, have 
chosen instead to grapple 
with a much more serious 
issue facing our fair city — 
idling cars. 

1 had no idea the idling 


problem was so serious and 
1 was blissfully unaware 
that for countless thou¬ 
sands of Edmontonians this 
is the No. 1 
top-of-mind 
civic issue. 

Apparently, 
huge num¬ 
bers of hu¬ 
mans and ani¬ 
mals have 
gone to meet 
their maker because of cars 
idling for more than three 
minutes when it is warmer 
than -10 C. Apparently, all 
those idling cars are keep¬ 
ing people from moving 
here. Apparently, business¬ 
es do not want to locate in a 
city that does not have an 
anti-idling bylaw. Apparent¬ 
ly, idling cars are making it 
impossible for the civic ad¬ 
ministration to keep con¬ 
trol of costs. No wonder city 
council has spent so much 
time debating this issue. 


“That leaves just 
you and me to get 
to know our neigh 
hours better by 
turning them in.” 


What really surprised 
me, however, was the real¬ 
ization that members of 
our city council are familiar 
with at least 
one great 

work of Eng¬ 
lish literature. 
Obviously, 
councillors 
have read 
George Or¬ 
well’s 1984 
and have learned some 
valuable lessons on how to 
run a city from doing so. 1 
thought maybe they had, 
given their penchant for 
video surveillance. But the 
approach they want to take 
to the idling issue proves 
they are the literati 1 sus¬ 
pected them to be. 

One of the more pleasant 
aspects of 1984 was the gov¬ 
ernment encouraging citi¬ 
zens to fink on friends, 
neighbours and others who 
were engaging in thought 


crimes or anything else Big 
Brother deemed inappro¬ 
priate behaviour. Fingering 
one’s neighbours for the 
double-plus-ungood act of 
idling is part and parcel of 
this pressing issue. Neither 
the police nor bylaw en¬ 
forcement officers have the 
time or inclination to en¬ 
force such a bylaw. That 
leaves just you and me to 
get to know our neighbours 
better by turning them in. 

1 am sure doing so will 
create more cohesive and 
friendly communities. Hey, 
we all care deeply about the 
environment, so 1 am sure 
whomever you and 1 
choose to finger will see the 
environmental error of 
their ways and thank us for 
steering them back to the 
path of righteousness. 


Terence Harding is a corporate 
communicator and is a keen observer 
of all things Edmonton. 
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KO SHORTA&L 
OF BACK SEAT 
DRIVERS. 


Letters 


Fighting in hockey will only 
lead to more tragedies 


When you watch the news 
and hear a child has died, 
it is a tragedy. As a mother, 
it is even worse when you 
hear that child was playing 
sports when it happened 
— it could have been pre¬ 
vented. A child died in 
vain. 

As a mother, 1 would pro¬ 
hibit my children to play 
hockey until fighting in 
sports is forbidden. 

Wake up, Canada! Wake 
up parents, and raise your 
voices! 

Does Jim Van Horne, in 
his elusive story about how 
he is a lover of fighting in 


hockey, think it is worth 
his children’s lives as well? 

Why is aggression in 
sports allowed? Aggression 
in other aspects of life is 
frowned upon and reason 
to be sent to a specialist. 
Van Horne should book an 
appointment with one as 
well. 

His last statement, 
“fighting is a part of hock¬ 
ey, always has been and al¬ 
ways should be” is good 
enough for some psycholo¬ 
gist to examine his brain. 

As long as we have peo¬ 
ple thinking like Van 
Horne we will have avoid¬ 
able tragedies. 

ALEKSANDRA SKORIC, 
GUELPH, ONT. 


Quote of the Day 


water landing is typically 
even more destructive than a 
ground landing, it is amazing 
an Airbus jet was able to land in 
the river without breaking up.” 

— Max Vermij, an air-accident investigator with Accident Cause 
Analysis of Ottawa, on yesterday’s crash in the Hudson River. 

REUTERS 


ShareVourViews 

ed monton letters® metronews.ca 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: edmontonletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Business 


EDITOR: FERMIN DESOUZA, FERMIN.DESOUZA^METRONEWS.CA 

Should Nortel CEO take cut? 


With Nortel Networks 
Corp. in bankruptcy 
protection and its future 
uncertain, some observers 
are saying it’s time for CEO 
Mike Zafirovski to fall on 
his sword when it comes 
to hefty executive- 
compensation packages 
and perks such as use of 
the corporate jet. 

Nortel paid millions to 
entice Zafirovski to take the 


top job at the Toronto-based 
maker of telecommunica¬ 
tions gear in 2005. It even 
forked over an extra $11.5 
million US to settle a law¬ 
suit with his former em¬ 
ployer, Motorola Inc. 

Nortel justified the extra 
expense because of the key 
role Zafirovski played in 
turning around Motorola’s 
handset business. But, as 
this week’s bankruptcy fil¬ 


ing showed, Zafirovski has 
so far been unable to work 
the same sort of magic at 
Nortel, which has lost 
nearly $7 billion during his 
tenure. 

“1 think that the right 
thing to do is step up to 
the plate and take a signifi¬ 
cant cut in compensation,” 
said Karl Moore, a business 
professor at McGill Univer¬ 
sity. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Does Your Portfolio 
Sing the EOdo:^? 


Then you should review your strategy. 

For a second look by a seasoned 
professional, contact: 

JOEL DAVID, FCSI, LLB, TEP, INVESTMENT 
ADVISOR, CISC Wood Gundy at 
(780) 970-5345 orioel.david@cibc.ca 
or visit joelcdavid.com. 

I CIBC 


CIBG Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markots Inc., 

I \A/ An A a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF.lt you are currontly a 
Wood oUndy CIBC weed Gundy client, please contact your investment Advisor. 



Beer makers lose 
fizz in slowdown 

BEVERAGES TwO of the 

world’s biggest brewers 
showed signs of suffering 
in the global slowdown 
yesterday. Denmark-based 
Carlsberg is to cut 270 jobs 
in Denmark, Norway and 
the Baltic States, while Lon¬ 
don-based SABMiller, brew¬ 
er of Grolsch and Pilsner 
Urquell, suffered in lower 
sales markets. reuters 



^savedII 

^,534 


Why didn't I shop around 
for my car insurance? 


I could have saved 
lots of money like 
he did. 


Your Search Engi 


> Insuran^Hotline.corin^ 

Engine for the Lowest Insurance Rates 


In this time of economic uncertainty, you need to save your hard earned dollars. 
The best and easiest way to save lots of money is to shop for the lowest rate on 
your car insurance. 

lnsuranceHotLine.com can help you find the best price by quoting over 
30 major insurance companies and arranging them by the 3 lowest rates. 

It’s fast, safe and FREE. 

Annual savings shown based on actual consumer quote data and results on lnsuranceHotline.com 


GET THE 3 LOWEST RATES FROM OVER 30 MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES 

Go online to lnsuranceHotline.com 



Weekend, January 16-18,2009 

Global oil demand shrinks 

OPEC said oil demand will contract more than expected this year, by 180,000 
barrels per day in 2009, 30,000 bpd more than its previous forecast, reuters 


OIL 


$ 35.40 US 


$ 1.88 


London Expansion protested 



A demonstrator protests Thursday against the expansion of 
London’s Heathrow Airport inside the airport’s Terminal 1 . 
Britain approved a third runway and another terminal at the 
congested airport as part of a $i3.2-billion US expansion, 
delighting the air industry but enraging environmentalists. 


Business in brief 


POLLUTION Shaw Communica¬ 
tions shares rose Thursday af¬ 
ter Canada's No. 2 cable- and 
satellite-TV company reported 
a 9.7 per cent increase in quar¬ 
terly profit, reflecting gains de¬ 
spite a shaky economy. Shaw 
said late Wednesday that it 
earned $123 million, or 29 


cents a share, in the three 
months ended Nov. 30. 
WIRELESS Advertising 
Standards Canada has decided 
Bell's claim that it has “the 
fastest and largest network 
across North America” was in¬ 
accurate, after Rogers filed a 
complaint, metro news services 


Apple stock 
falls as Jobs 
takes leave 

MARKETS Apple Inc. chief 
Steve Jobs has announced 
he will take a leave of ab¬ 
sence until the end of June 
because of health 
problems “more complex” 
than thought, stunning in¬ 
vestors and sending shares 
skidding 10 per cent. 

Jobs, a pancreatic cancer 
survivor, dropped his 
bombshell Wednesday — 
only nine days after he 
soothed jumpy investors 
by saying his dramatic 
weight loss over the past 
seven months was due to 
an easily treatable 
hormone imbalance. He 
had promised to remain at 
the helm throughout his 
treatment. 

Jobs, 53, vowed to 
remain involved in major 
strategic decisions. Chief 
operating officer Tim 
Cook will take over day-to- 
day operations in what ex¬ 
perts say could be a dress 
rehearsal for a more 
permanent CEO perform¬ 
ance. REUTERS 


Career Finder 


Bu siness Opportun ity 

Earn while you learn 

A leading distribution company in the financial 
services industry offers P/T and F/T opportunities. 
Control your time, income and future. Training provided. 

INSPIRE. LEAD. MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 


Call 780.952.0934 or email BrendaWFG@shaw.ca 



NU1RI-LAWN 

Ecology Friendly Lawn Care 

In Edmonton, A Division of GreenLawn 


OUTBOUND TELEPHONE AND 
NEIGHBOURHOOD SALES REPS 


Hourly Wage: $15.75+ 

Fax your resume to 
780-436-0474^ Email: 
careers@nutrilawnedmonton.ca 


ARE YOU WILDLY ENERGETIC, 
CREATIVE AND LOVE 
TO MEET NEW PEOPLE? 


WE NEED STREET PROMOTERS TO DISTRIBUTE 
NEWSPAPERS TO MORNING COMMUTERS 

Great Wage • Meet New People • No Experience Needed 


I 

If you are interested in joining the street promotions team, 
please email your resume to mhillman@thinkboxnational.com 
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World Baseball Classic tickets on sale Monday 

Starting Monday, fans will be able to purchase single-game tickets to the 
opening round in Toronto. Visit worldbaseballclassic.com or bluejays.com. 
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Sports 


JOHN.CHICK^METRONEWS.CA 



Oilers defenceman Denis Grebeshkov and Minnesota Wild right-winger Craig Weller fight 
for the puck last night. Edmonton lost 5-1- 


Oilers lost in the Wild 


NHL RESULT 


Oilers 1 Wild 5 



THE SKINNY: The Oilers and 
Minnesota came into this one 
tied in Western Conference 
standings, but it wasn't nearly 
as close on the ice as the Wild 
broke open a 1-1 game with 
four consecutive goals in the 
first game of the season series 
between the teams. 


THE QUOTE: “I don't think 
the score dictates how the 
game was played," said Oilers 
assistant coach Kelly Buch- 
berger. "We put an honest ef¬ 
fort in ... We're not happy 


with the outcome of the 
game, but the effort was 
there, no question." 


THE BIG PLAY: It was 

already 2-1 for the Wild in the 
third period when Pierre-Marc 
Bouchard took a Sheldon 
Souray giveaway, cut into the 
slot and pounded a slapshot 
low past Dwayne Roloson for a 
two-goal lead at 8:21. 


NIK OWNS OIL: Stopper 
Niklas Backstrom continued 
his dominance over the Oilers 
with 20 saves, improving to 
10-0 against Edmonton in his 
career. He's recorded eight of 
those wins on home ice. 


TOUGH CROWD: The Oilers 
haven't won at the Xcel Energy 
Centre in two years, since a 2-1 


decision on Jan. 16 , 2007 . 
They're 0 - 7-1 since then, being 
outscored 30 - 9 , and have been 
shut out three times. 


HEMSKY UPDATE: Ales 
Hemsky missed his ninth 
straight game with a concus¬ 
sion. Hemsky is with the team 
but is still experiencing 
headaches and dizziness after 
skating. The latest word is he 
might be out until after the 
NHL all-star break. 


MILESTONE: Oilers defence- 
man Steve Staios played his 
Sooth NHL game. 


THE NEXT GAME: The Oil 

ers visit Denver on Friday to 
face the Colorado Avalanche. 

ROBIN BROWNLEE/ 
FOR METRO EDMONTON 


Canadian pro moving 
two doors down 


Sports in brief 


CFLThe B.C. Lions' Cameron 
Wake worked out with the Mia¬ 
mi Dolphins on Thursday, the 
latest NFL team to show interest 
in the CFL's two-time defensive 
player of the year. Indianapolis, 
New Orleans and Minnesota 
are also said to be interested. 
Given his size. Wake would be 
expected to move from defen¬ 
sive end in the CFLto linebacker 
in the NFL. 

CFL A 50-year-old American 
with no CFL experience is the 
new head coach of the Toronto 
Argonauts, sources told Metro 
yesterday. The sources said the 
Argos will announce today that 
they've hired Bart Andrus, who 
spent the past season as an of¬ 
fensive assistant coach with the 
Tennessee Titans. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


MATTHEW WUEST 

Metro Canada 


Ante Jazic has been trad¬ 
ed to a new Major 
League Soccer team, but 
he doesn’t even have to 
pack a suitcase. 

The 32-year-old defend¬ 
er from Nova Scotia con¬ 
firmed last night he has 
been traded from the Los 
Angeles Galaxy to Chivas 
USA for draft picks. 

Both teams are based in 
the Los Angeles, and both 
teams play their home 
games at Home Depot 
Centre. 

“Fm basically going to 


pick up my stuff and 
move it down two doors 
to the next locker-room,” 
said Jazic, who doesn’t 
even need to find a new 
apartment. “If you’re go¬ 
ing to get traded, 1 think 
this is the way to do it. 
I’m thrilled.” 

Jazic, a longtime pro 
who is entering his fourth 
MLS campaign, was team¬ 
mates with David Beck¬ 
ham with the Galaxy. 

He is coming off a tough 
year following major an¬ 
kle surgery in December 
2007, missing the start of 
last season and finishing 
with 1,172 minutes and 
three assists in 15 games. 


9 STOP! ® 
Searching For A Low Rate 

No Matter Where you Call, No Matter what you Pay, 

Comwave will Beat it... Guaranteed! 


Even if you're 
Paying less. 
Call us and we'll 
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Tavares day-to-day 

John Tavares is listed as day-to-day for the London Knights of the OHL 
after suffering a right-shoulder injury in Wednesday's CHL top prospects game, metro news services 


Berger is one peeved Canadian punter 


-he only Canadian 

player in the NFL’s 
conference finals 
Sunday is em¬ 
broiled in a bizarre 
controversy. The reason? 
An opponent spit in his 
mouth during a game a 
month ago. 

In his previous 13 NFL 
seasons, Mitch Berger of 
Kamloops, B.C., was more 
or less your typical punter 
and place-kicking holder 
— quiet, mostly unassum¬ 
ing and way, way out of the 
limelight. Near the end of 
the Pittsburgh Steelers’ 13- 
9 triumph in Baltimore last 
month, however, the 
Ravens’ Frank Walker had 
what he subsequently 


Road warriors? 


Although they're visiting 
the Cardinals in Arizona for 
Sunday's NFC final, the 
Philadelphia Eagles are 
drawing interest from the 
betting public and have 
been bumped to four-point 
favourites. The Pittsburgh 
Steelers are six-point 
favourites at home for Sun¬ 
day's AFC final against the 
Baltimore Ravens. 


YnrkRGDort 



called a “slobber moment” 
and spit at Berger. 

Walker claimed it was 
accidental. Berger insisted 
it was deliberate. The NFL 
didn’t discipline Walker, 
explaining it couldn’t find 
visual evidence of the das¬ 
tardly deed. Berger re¬ 
mains ticked. Oh, and the 
Ravens visit Pittsburgh for 
Sunday’s AFC final. 

In the Dec. 14 game. 
Walker “dove and tried to 
take out a knee (of Steelers 
place-kicker Jeff Reed),” 
Berger told me yesterday. 

“1 went over there and 
he got up, turned around 
and spit right in my 
mouth. He got no penalty, 
nothing. 1 can’t forget it. 
I’m not saying I’ll get him 
back, but...” 

Walker told reporters 
he’s prepared for revenge 
tactics, but added: “It does¬ 
n’t even matter. 


“1 won’t be hiding.” 

• Walker, incidentally, is 
ordinarily a special-teams 
player but would start at 
cornerback in Pittsburgh if 
veteran Samari Rolle 
(groin) can’t play. Ravens 
defensive lineman Terrell 
Suggs (shoulder) might 
need to sit out, too. He’d be 
replaced by three players, 
including converted tight 
end Edgar Jones. 

• Unruly behaviour in 
the stands Sunday will be 
monitored in unprecedent¬ 
ed fashion in both Pitts¬ 
burgh and Arizona (where 
the Cardinals entertain the 
Philadelphia Eagles in the 
NFC final), thanks to a new 
security system. Fans irked 
by their neighbours’ mis¬ 
conduct can simply text 
message their complaints, 
and action will promptly 
be taken. 

“This feature allows spec¬ 
tators to report those 
around them, without di¬ 
rectly confronting them or 
visibly reporting them to 
security personnel,” ac¬ 
cording to a news release 
from a spokesman for Ez 
Texting. 

“This anonymous report¬ 
ing forum encourages 


Mitch Berger, right, says Baltimore's Frank Walker spat at him during a Dec. 14 game. 


those who feel threatened 
to come forward, providing 
a safe haven for fans to en¬ 
joy the game in peace — or 
at least without those who 
take the competitive spirit 
one step too far.” 

• And, in case you missed 
it, Pittsburgh mayor Luke 
Ravenstahl plans to change 
his name to Steelerstahl, 
prompting this reaction 


from ESPN’s Tony Korn- 
heiser: “This is so blatantly 
stupid and patronizing 


that he should be removed 
from his office by night¬ 
fall.” 


NFC CHAMPIONSHIP 

1 

AFC CHAMPIONSHIP 

Sunday 1 p.m. 

1 

Sunday, 4:30 p.m. 





SHAW MAKES IT CLEAR, OILERS PPV IS NOW IN HD! 
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$13.95 SD. Don’t miss Sunday’s game: Edmonton vs Phoenix at 5:45 pm MT. 
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Movies 


Road to suburban hell Pg 14 



Based on the book by Richard Yates, the film Revolutionary Road reunites Titanic co-stars Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet 
as Frank and April Wheeler, a young couple trapped in 1950s domestic hell. 



Mall Cop seems to unearth 
the late Chris Farley's gags. 



Check out the ultimate 
Canadian playlist for Obama. 



Metro unveils its newest 
travel feature, Going Away. 



CANADA’S *1 MOVIE! 

CLINT EASTWOOD 

GRAN TORINO 

W NOW PLAYING! y languagemavoffend 

Check Theatre Directory or www.warnerbroscanada.com for Locations and Showtimes 


VILLAGE ROADSHOW PICTURES 


WWW.THEGRANTORINO.COM 
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Brangelina third time lucky? 

Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt have each been nominated for Golden Globes and SAG Awards for their lead roles in Changeling 
and The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, respectively, and now they have BAFTA nominations too. intouchweekly.com 
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Dull side of domestic hell 



Kate Winslet reunites with her Titanic co-star Leonardo DiCaprio in Revolutionary Road. 


Revolutionary Road 


Director: Sam Mendes _ 

Stars: Kate Winslet, Leonardo 
DiCaprio _ 

Classification: 14A _ 

Rating: W/z 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


Christmas may be over but 
holiday turkey can still be 
savoured in Revolutionary 
Road, the latest 
overstuffed and 
undercooked exercise in 
empty, posturing theatrics 
from director Sam 
Mendes. 

Based on the book by 
Richard Yates, the film re¬ 
unites Titanic co-stars 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate 
Winslet as Frank and April 
Wheeler, a young couple 
trapped in ’50s domestic 
hell, and mines the same 
bitter but tired “suburban 
life sucks” territoiy Mendes 
covered in his considerably 
more amusing — but woe¬ 
fully overrated — Oscar- 


winning satire American 
Beauty. This one sports half 
of Beauty’s laughs and twice 
its pretensions and is ulti¬ 
mately duller than a sink 
full of day-old dishwater. 

The picture starts 
promisingly enough with a 
clever pre-credits montage 
that brilliantly sets up the 
couple’s sweaty-palmed 


courtship, but it goes 
nowhere slowly, looking 
pretty (the gauzy cine¬ 
matography by Roger 
Deakins is a major asset) 
while not registering on 
any emotional level what¬ 
soever. 

And for all the endless 
dramatic fireworks (Di¬ 
Caprio and Winslet are ex¬ 


cellent actors but are like 
Oscar-baiting gunslingers at 
a shooting galleiy here) we 
never get to really know or 
care about Frank and April, 
thus the big, already contro¬ 
versial climax feels both 
condescending and utterly 
hollow. 

As dire as Revolutionary 
Road is, it’s almost worth 


On the web 

• Visit metronews.ca/ 
movies to see a trailer and 
screen times for 
Revolutionary Road. 

watching just for an all too 
brief, savage and scene¬ 
stealing supporting turn 
from Michael (Bug) Shan¬ 
non. As a mentally de¬ 
ranged houseguest who acts 
as a kind of caustic Greek 
Chorus to the Wheelers’ 
misfortunes. Shannon 
seems to be channeling 
Heath Ledger’s manic riff 
on the Joker. 

It’s a fascinating and 
grimly hilarious turn and 
you’re left wishing the pic¬ 
ture focused solely on him. 
Sadly, it does not. 

David Lynch’s Blue Velvet 
said more about the clois¬ 
tered, closed-door miseries 
of suburban Americana in 
its first five minutes than 
this smug, seemingly end¬ 
less mess manages to sput¬ 
ter out in over two inter¬ 
minable hours. Rent that, 
skip this. 



Check Theatre Directory or SonyPicturesReleasing. 
I I for Locations and Showtimes 


Notorious lacks flow 


Notorious _ 

Director: George Tillman Jr. 
Stars: Jamal Woolard, Angela 
Bassett, Naturi Naughton 

Classification: 18 _ 

Rating: @@ 


IAN GORMELY 

for Metro Canada 


It’s a crime that a film about 
an MC widely regarded to 
have had one of the greatest 
flows in the histoiy of hip- 
hop is completely devoid of 
any. But Notorious, a biopic 
showcasing murdered rap¬ 
per Notorious B.l.G.’s rags to 
riches tale is a cut and paste 
mess adding nothing to the 
slain star’s legend. 

The film opens the night 
of Biggie’s fatal shooting 
then quickly rewinds to a 
young Chris Wallace (played 
by Biggie’s real-life son) 
dreaming of hip-hop gloiy 
on the schoolyard. Soon we 
see him honing his rap skills 
while hustling on neigh¬ 
bourhood comers, eventual¬ 
ly adopting the Notorious 
B.l.G. moniker. 

After a short stint in jail he 
meets Sean (Pufiy) Combs 
who signs Wallace to his 
fledgling Bad Boy label, rock¬ 
eting the two to stardom. 
Dalliances with woman, in¬ 
cluding labelmates Faith 
Evans and Lil Kim, threaten 
his career. But it’s the feud 
between the Brookl 3 m rap¬ 


per and California MC Tupac 
Shakur and the proceeding 
coastal hip-hop war that ulti¬ 
mately leads to his undoing; 
Biggie’s death remains un¬ 
solved but it’s widely sus¬ 
pected he was gunned down 
in reaction to Tupac’s similar 
murder several months pri¬ 
or. 

Newcomer Jamal Woolard 
does an admirable job por¬ 
traying Wallace, even step¬ 
ping into his shoes on the 
mic for some scenes, and An¬ 
gela Bassett delivers a typi¬ 
cally overwrought perform¬ 
ance as his mother Voletta. 
But it’s former R&B singer 
Naturi Naughton who eats 
up the screen as firebrand 
MC Lil Kim. 

Soul Food director George 
Tillman Jr.’s inability to 
maintain the film’s pacing 
denies viewers the context 
needed to understand Big¬ 
gie’s place in the hip-hop 
pantheon. 

The film’s biggest disap¬ 
pointment, however, is the 
involvement of Voletta and 
Combs as producer and ex¬ 
ecutive producer respective¬ 
ly. It ensures that Biggie’s 
legend, one that the two 
have helped forge since Wal¬ 
lace’s 1997 murder, is up¬ 
held. Rather than a fresh 
look at Chris Wallace the 
man, an examination of his 
murder, or a reaffirmation of 
his skills on the mic, we are 
given a cheap rehash of a 
cliched stoiy. 



Mickey Rourke returns to 
greatness in The Wrestler. 

Believe 
all the 
Wrestler 
hype 


The Wrestler 

Director: Darren Aronofsky 
Stars: Mickey Rourke, Marisa 
Tomei _ 

Classification: STC _ 

Rating: 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


When we last saw director 
Darren Aronofsky, he was 
fielding flack over his con¬ 
troversial, half-loathed 
and half-loved. The Foun¬ 
tain, a picture who’s ambi¬ 
tious storytelling seemed 
to spill out from the most 
fevered of imaginations. 

Which is why his latest 
film The Wrestler is, on 
the surface, such a star¬ 
tling sidestep. It relates the 
the tale of downtrodden, 
past-his-prime rope rider 
Randy (The Ram) Robinson 
and the desperate web of 
misery he weaves in the 
twilight of his life. 

Aronofsky abandons the 
slick visual palette he em¬ 
ployed in the nihilistic Re¬ 
quiem for a Dream and the 
time/space mind warp of The 
Foimtain in favour of a gritty, 
low budget, intimate and 
emotionally shattering peek 
into a heart without hope. 

Much has already been 
written and whispered 
about The Wrestler being 
the resurrection of equally 
faded ’80s icon Mickey 
Rourke — and for once, 
the hype is supported by 
truth. As Robinson, the 
now brute-like Rourke 
(rendered almost unrecog¬ 
nizable) delivers a per¬ 
formance so painfully hon¬ 
est that he appears not to 
be acting at all — for all in¬ 
tents and purposes he is 
The Ram. If Rourke doesn’t 
lock up an Oscar for his 
blistering work in this pic¬ 
ture, then there truly is no 
justice in the world. 
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Jackson may skip Irom Man 2 

Samuel L. Jackson may not appear in Iron Man 2 . The actor is apparently embroiled in negotiations over his fee to 
play Nick Fury in the film — a part he took on briefly in a small cameo in the first film, femalefirst.co.uk 
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Master actors wasted 
in forgettable Harvey 


Defiance aims to please 



Daniel Craig, top, and Liev Schreiber star in Defiance. 


Last Chance Harvey 

Director: Joel Hopkins ~ 

Stars: Dustin Hoffman, Emma 
Thompson_ 

Classification: PC _ 

Rating: 


PHIL BROWN 

for Metro Canada 


Writer/director Joel Hop¬ 
kins’ Last Chance Harvey is 
an undeniably nice movie. 
It’s heartwarming, life af¬ 
firming, and all that good 
stuff. However, anyone con¬ 
sidering seeing it would be 
better off talking a friend in¬ 
to giving them a hug in¬ 
stead. That experience 
would be just as pleasant 
and mercifully about an 
hour-and-a-half shorter 
than the experience of 
watching the movie. Last 
Chance Harvey is a tune 
with only one note. If 
you’ve seen the trailer or 
the poster you know exactly 
what to expect and there’s 
really no need to venture 
beyond that. 

Dustin Hoffman stars as 
the titular Harvey, a man 


who has fruitlessly dedicat¬ 
ed his life to writing com¬ 
mercial jingles. So dedicat¬ 
ed was he to writing these 
jingles that he’s ended up 
a divorced old man with a 
daughter he never sees and 
no friends. So, he comes to 
London for his daughter’s 
wedding and ends up 
meeting Emma Thomp¬ 
son, another aging lost 
soul. Guess what? They 
connect. Think they’ll 
teach each other that they 
might have one more 
chance at happiness and 
love? (Hint: look at the ti¬ 
tle). 

It’s the sort of stoiy made 
for TV movies and cheap 
airport paperbacks. The on¬ 
ly conceivable reason that 
Last Chance Harvey made it 
to the big screen at all is be¬ 
cause the filmmakers were 
able to snag Dustin Hoff¬ 
man and Emma Thompson 
in the lead roles. Admitted¬ 
ly both actors are great, but 
then they always are. As 
easy as it is to watch the 
two skilled performers on¬ 
screen, it’s just too bad that 
they had to end up in some¬ 
thing so forgettable. 


Defiance 

Director: Edward Zwick 
Stars: Daniel Craig, Liev 
Schreiber _ 

Classification: 14A 
Rating: 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


Actor Daniel Craig has 
traded in the Aston-Martin 
for a ragged horse and 
frankly, I don’t blame him. 
After all, playing James 
Bond can pretty much kill 
a career if you don’t diver¬ 
sify your portfolio — just 
ask Roger Moore if you 
don’t believe me. 

But while Craig may sur¬ 
prise a few fans with Defi¬ 
ance, this true drama ulti¬ 
mately cannot live up to its 
own ambition. 

Craig plays Tuvia Bielski, 
a man who led a group of 
Jewish refugees during the 
Second World War through 
a Belarus forest. While they 
struggle with lack of food, 
medicine and tiy to survive 
a bitter winter, these Jewish 
refugees, contrary to gener¬ 
al perception, also master¬ 


mind frequent attacks on 
their Nazi foes. 

Now, this isn’t a bad film 
necessarily, but a central 


issue with Defiance is its 
homogenization of the 
truth. In fact. Defiance 
condenses this three-year 


On the web 


• Fora Defiance trailer 
and showtimes, visit 
metronews.ca/movies. 

stoiy into a single calendar 
year, essentially stripping 
much of the assured detail 
in lieu of formula. 

It’s a shame too because 
filmmaker Edward Zwick 
knows his way around an 
interesting story. Indeed, 
he’s even racked up the air 
miles making such world¬ 
ly pics as Blood Diamond 
and The Last Samurai but 
here, Zwick seems overly 
eager to appease with un¬ 
necessary sentiment, 
corny love stories and 
characters that smell too 
much like composite 
stereotypes. 

Sure, Craig is impressive 
enough as the reluctant 
hero (although he was bet¬ 
ter in Munich — also a sto¬ 
ry about a type of Jewish 
resistance) but in the end. 
Defiance only manages to 
take a fascinating survival 
story and pretty much 
make it overlong and un¬ 
derwhelming. 
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IT’S TOO GOOD TO RESIST.” 

PETER TRAVERS, ‘R^Ui^StOfie 
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ENTERTAINING." 

JEFFREY LYONS, 
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Fraser, Ford to co-star in biotech movie 

Brendan Fraser will star alongside Harrison Ford in a new movie based on the true story of biotech exec John Crowley, who took re¬ 
search into his own hands when two of his children were diagnosed with a fatal neuromuscular disorder in 1998. EONLlNE.COM 
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David Morris If 
Fine Cars Ltd. ple, 

17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton 
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II through I 

history the —— 
great religions have ^ ^ 
spoken to the return 
of a future Teacher. 

The Christians hope for 
the return of the Christ, 
the Buddhists look for the 
coming of a new Buddha, 
while the Muslims await the 
Imam Madhi, the Hindus 
a reincarnation of Krishna 
and the Jews the Messiah. 
How will we know Him? Burely 
He will ring our hearts with 
a message of sharing, 
justice and brotherhood. 

How can we prepare the way 
for Him? Each day brings 
opportunities, large and 
small, to act in favor of unity 
and Justice. Our willingness 
to share will make a real 
difference in our world. 

www.shareintl.org 


Charitable # - 84568 3168 RROOOl 


Visit littlewarriors.ca 


Be Brave. 


Do rt daily. 


strictly cinematic kibble 


Hotel for Dogs 


Cop full of holes, gags 


Director; Thor Freudenthal 
Stars: Emma Roberts, Jake T. 
Austin _ 

Classification: G _ 

Rating: 


STEVE COW 

for Metro Canada 


Paul Blart. Mall Cop web 


Register in a Child Sexual Abuse 
Prevention training session today. 


Director; Steve Carr _ 

Stars; Kevin James, Jayma Mays 

Classification: PG _ 

Rating: ® 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


Paul Blart is fat. And incom¬ 
petent. And clumsy. If that 
generic description reminds 
you of the late Chris Farley, 
it should. In fact, the idea 
for Paul Blart: Mall Cop may 
have been gathering a lot of 
dust in the “Farley Cold 
Case Files” at Happy Madi¬ 
son Productions long before 
Kevin James showed up. 

James (TV’s The King of 
Queens) plays the overly am¬ 
bitious security guard who 
preaches the creed “safety 
never takes a holiday” while 
cruising around on a Segway 
trying to impress cute retail¬ 
ers while running face first 
into large displays. 

When his mall is over¬ 
taken by a group of gun- 
wielding criminals with 
unreasonable acrobatic 
skills, Blart must face his 


• For a trailer of Paul Blart: 
Mall Cop, and showtimes, 
visit metronews.ca/mvovies 

own fears and rescue a 
group of hostages that in¬ 
cludes his own daughter 
who, mind you, somehow 
snuck into the SWAT-sur- 
rounded mall after it was 
locked down. 

Now, let’s just leave all 
the plot holes aside. After 
all, these flicks aren’t about 
practicality as much as 
they are pratfalls and there 
are plenty of them. Simply 
put, if a pudgy dude run¬ 
ning into immobile objects 
makes you giggle, maybe 
Blart will hold your atten¬ 
tion for 30 minutes or so. 

But the real question is 
where would this comedy 
be without the two¬ 
wheeled self-balancing 
electric vehicle that Blart 
drives around? It must be 
crucial to at least half of 
this flick’s gags. You know, 
just because you put a fat 
guy on a Segway doesn’t 
make it funny. 


Kevin James stars in Paul Blart: Mall Cop. 


PLAY FREE 

online games daily. 

metr^ews.ca 


In a recent interview, direc¬ 
tor Thor Freudenthal 
claimed when he was mak¬ 
ing Hotel for Dogs he 
followed a theory: '"When 
in doubt, just add more 
dogs/’ It seems that’s the 
mantra Hollywood has tak¬ 
en up as well. Following 
no less than three other re¬ 
cent hit fido flicks (the 
most recent being Marley 
& Me), Hotel for Dogs 
seems assured of success. 

In this latest pooch pic¬ 
ture, Nancy Drew star Em¬ 
ma Roberts (better known as 
Julia Roberts’ niece) stars as 
a young orphan who stum¬ 
bles upon a decrepit old ho¬ 
tel. Discovering a pair of 


Emma Roberts and Jake T. Austin play orphaned siblings who convert a decrepit old hotel into 
a place to get mongrels off the street in Hotel for Dogs. 


loveable stray mutts living 
inside, she and her brother 
(Jake T. Austin) scheme up 
the idea to create — you 
guessed it — a hotel to get 


mongrels off the street. 

Now that may sound 
wacky but wait until you 
hear about the lodging’s 
amenities. See, apparently 


Help Prevent 

Child Sexual Abuse 
Take Action. 


her brother is (of course!) 
mechanically ingenious 
and constructs a multi¬ 
tude of self-serving food 
dispensers, self-flushing 
puppy potties and even an 
old-shoe vending ma¬ 
chine. 

It’s all very cute and 
fuzzy but for all the talent¬ 
ed pups, this Old Teller 
suffers slightly from its 
own earnestness. While 
family fare of this sort is 
bound to be contrived, Ho¬ 
tel for Dogs runs more on 
positive reinforcement. 

Freudenthal skillfully con¬ 
tains the madness but while 
this puppy is safe enough 
for your kid’s consumption, 
be warned: Hotel for Dogs is 
strictly cinematic kibble for 
adults. 
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Chase to play media mogul role in Chuck 

Chevy Chase will appear in three episodes of NBC's comedy-drama Chuck. He will play a “Steve Jobs"-type character — a mega¬ 
billionaire in the new-media business — who is accused by Chuck's father of stealing his ideas, reuters 
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Slasher flick revisited 



Bollywood heartthrob Akshay Kumar mixes up kung-fu and 
comic thrills in Chandni Chowk to China. 


Chandni Chowk 

to China 

Director: NikhilAdvani _ 

Stars: Akshay Kumar, Deepika 
Padukone _ 

Classification: PC _ 

Rating: 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


The ballistic nature of Bolly¬ 
wood cinema can be attrib¬ 
uted to India’s less than 
stellar, war-battered econo¬ 
my in the 1930s. When 
parting with their barely 
there rupees, working class 
filmgoers demanded full 
value from their entertain¬ 
ments. Thus Bollywood — 
the name blends Bombay 
with Hollywood — 
emerged, mashing up 
melodrama, romance, 
action and outrageous mu¬ 
sical numbers into epic 
populist pictures. 

And even though Bolly¬ 
wood has never really been 
embraced by more sub¬ 
dued North American sen¬ 


sibilities, Warner Bros, is 
apparently hoping that 
their new Hindi language 
kung-fu comedy co-produc- 
tion Chandni Chowk to 
China turns the tides. This 
slick sojourn into spice- 
soaked insanity is vintage 
Boll 3 ^ood and, if you’ve 
never seen one of these 
delirious pictures, it’s as 
good a place as any to start. 

Heartthrob superstar Ak¬ 
shay Kumar stars as Sidhu, a 
bumbling Delhi cook who in¬ 
explicably finds himself 
sucked into a silly web of in¬ 
trigue in China, wooing two 
women (both played by new¬ 


comer Deepika Padukone) 
and going against local crime 
boss Hajo (the legendary Gor¬ 
don Liu). Much hilarity, 
heart-thumping drama and 
bhangra-flielled pop an¬ 
thems follow. 

Ultimately, however, this 
is all a showcase for the stag¬ 
geringly talented Kumar. 
Equal parts Peter Sellers, 
Charlie Chaplin, Sascha 
Baron Cohen and Jackie 
Chan, this guy is the real 
deal and he puts most Amer¬ 
ican movie funn 5 mien to 
shame (yeah, we’re looking 
at you Jim Carrey). Whether 
moaning about fiis bad luck 


On the web 

• For a Chandni Chowk 
to China trailer and screen- 
times, visit 

metronews.ca/movies. 


while worshipping a potato 
(don’t ask), bouncing around 
through one of the pictures’ 
myriad of slapstick fight 
scenes or spastically reacting 
to a dancing device chained 
to his ankle (seriously, don’t 
ask), Kumar occasionally ele¬ 
vates the energetically ludi¬ 
crous CC2C to the level of 
high art. 

The location sceneiy is 
pretty breathtaking too (this 
is the first Indian film shot in 
China and the first film from 
anywhere to be shot at The 
Great Wall) but newcomers 
be warned, Chandni Chowk 
to China — like any self re 
specting Bollywood venture 
— runs almost three hours 
long and is, in eveiy respect, 
completely over the top. And 
baby, 1 hope it does well be¬ 
cause 1 want more... 


Movie feature 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


When director Patrick 
Lussier agreed to remake 
the 1981 slasher film My 
Bloody Valentine, it wasn’t 
necessarily because he 
wanted to help develop a 
groundbreaking technology. 

“It was a chance to revisit a 
great genre and revisit a clas¬ 
sic Canadian tax-shelter 
film,” explained the film¬ 
maker during a recent inter¬ 
view in LA. “(But) veiy quick¬ 
ly we discovered this was the 
perfect movie for 3-D.” 

A throwback to the slash¬ 
er genre. My Bloody Valen¬ 
tine 3-D (in theatres today) 
reveals cinema’s latest 
killer — a mysterious psy¬ 
chopath named Hariy War¬ 
den. Although it was as¬ 
sumed he died 10 years pre¬ 
vious, the pickaxe-wielding 
maniac suddenly shows up 
terrorizing residents of a 
small town in full 3-D. 
While the compelling tech¬ 
nology certainly adds a cool 
element to the horror. 


Review 

• Visit metronews.ca/movies 
this Sunday for a review of 
My Bloody Valentine 3-D 

Lussier insists Valentine is¬ 
n’t a gimmick film. 

“First and foremost, if you 
want a movie that’s scaiy 
you have to care about the 
people who are being 
scared otherwise you won’t 
be scared with them.” 

Screenwriter Todd Farmer 
would agree. While testing 
out a new technology on the 
fly was a great challenge, an 
even bigger battle was en¬ 
suring the script wouldn’t 
reveal the killer’s true iden¬ 
tity until the end. 

“At the end of the day we 
were very aware of the 
movie we were making,” 
said Farmer. 

“At the same time, the 
horror audience is a lot 
smarter than people give 
them credit for so we con¬ 
stantly wanted them to be 
able to turn on a dime as to 
who the killer was. For this 
type of movie, that’s part 
of the fun.” 


Ballast a no-frills story 


Ballast 

Director: Lance Hammer _ 

Stars: Michael J. Smith Sr., Tarra 
Riggs _ 

Classification: 14 A _ 

Rating: 

ROBYN YOUNG 

for Metro Canada 


Ballast, by first-time writer 
and director Lance 
Hammer, has already 
earned critical acclaim 
with two awards at the 
Sundance Film Festival 
and four nominations for 
the Gotham Independent 
Film Awards including 
breakthrough director and 
best picture. 

But even with that pedi¬ 
gree, it requires some pa¬ 
tience to sit through this 
piece about three people 
whose lives are hastily 
thrown together in the 
wake of a suicide. 

The film opens a win¬ 
dow into the ordinary 
struggles of a single moth¬ 
er and lonely middle-aged 
man as they put aside 
their differences simply 
to get by. 

In the opening scene 
Lawrence (Michael J. 
Smith Sr.), is wrapped in a 
blanket and staring va¬ 
cantly at the television in 
his Mississippi Delta 
home. A neighbour ar¬ 
rives to find his twin 
brother Darius dead from 



Michael J. Smith stars as 
Lawrence in the film Ballast. 


a drug overdose in the 
next room and Lawrence 
in a zombie-like state. 

Depressed, alone and 
trying to deal with the 
loss of his twin, Lawrence 
is confronted with a new 
challenge when his broth¬ 
er’s estranged wife Marlee 
(Tarra Riggs) and her 12- 
year-old son James (Jim- 
Myron Ross) re-enter his 
life. 

Marlee, who works hard 
scrubbing toilets to earn a 
meagre living, moves her¬ 


self and young James — 
damaged by his father’s 
early abandonment and 
flirting with getting in¬ 
volved with drugs and 
gangs — away from their 
troubles and into the 
house left to her in a 
scribbled suicide note 
from Darius. 

The house stands on the 
same property as 
Lawrence’s and Marlee’s 
first intention is to sell it 
out from under him, but 
as the days pass, the two 
begin to realize they’re 
better off together than 
apart. 

Ballast is a slow-moving 
portrait of the grim reali¬ 
ties of poverty and disad¬ 
vantage in southern Mis¬ 
sissippi and all three main 
actors, new to the big 
screen, serve up perform¬ 
ances that are far from 
amateur. 

Hammer’s no-frills pro¬ 
duction — with an ab¬ 
sence of musical score 
and lack of dialogue — 
punctuates the hopeless¬ 
ness of these three trou¬ 
bled souls. Although the 
film doesn’t end wrapped- 
up-with-a-bow-on-top, it 
does offer a sense of hope 
and a light at the end of 
the tunnel. 

Hammer’s debut film 
still highlights the ability 
of the human heart to for¬ 
give and forget, to move 
forward and survive. 



1 Of 40 

DOUBLE PASSES 
TO SEE AN 
ADVANCE 
SCREENING OF 


YOU COULD 




ONLY IN THEATRES JANUARY 30 


on January 28th. 


MAPLE 


VISIT METRONEWS.CA AND ENTER FOR 


YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to 
Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest 
closes January 16, 2009 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of 
entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


metr® 

Do it daily. 













































metro 


metronews.ca/movies 


Weekend, January 16-18,2009 


18 movies&entertainment 


Pineapple Express No.i DVD 

The year is getting off to a fruity start, with "Pineapple Express" topping the U.S. home video charts its first week in stores. The drugs 
comedy easily took the No. 1 spot on both the Nielsen VideoScan sales chart and Home Media Magazine's rental chart. Reuters 
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Inkheart of darkness 



Brendan Fraser plays the lead role in the screen adaptation of 
Inkheart, a book originally inspired by Fraser. 


Movie feature 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


Quite literally, Inkheart was 
made for Brendan Fraser. 
After all, when author Cor¬ 
nelia Funke first set out to 
write her popular novel, 
she modelled the main 
character after the famous 
star detailing his 
inspiration in the book’s 
dedication. For a humble 
Canadian-raised actor like 
Fraser, it was a bit much. 

“I could feel my leg get¬ 
ting pulled,” laughed Fraser 
during a recent interview in 
L.A. “1 was like, ‘OK, 
where’s Ashton Kutcher?”’ 

It does sound somewhat 
lampoonish. The boyish 
charm Fraser captures on¬ 
screen in blockbusters like 
The Mummy may have 
made him a star in Holly¬ 
wood, but it’s not what you’d 
expect to motivate a prolific 
award-winning author. 

“1 wanted somebody 
where you (believe) he hugs 
the girl,” insisted Funke 


who also produced Ink- 
heart (in theatres next Fri¬ 
day). “(But) the most impor¬ 
tant thing, 1 needed a beau¬ 
tiful voice where you be¬ 
lieve if he reads something, 
the characters come out of 
the book.” 

Which is just what hap¬ 
pens to Fraser as Mortimer 
Folchart. A book-binding, ad¬ 
venture-seeker who loves an¬ 
cient tomes, Folchart discov¬ 
ers he has the power to bring 
literaiy characters to life just 
by reading them aloud. As 
Funke admits, the stoiy was 
aimed at celebrating litera¬ 
ture, an aspect that also ap¬ 


pealed to the cast. “It’s a 
good stoiy and it deserves 
to be made,” said Fraser. 

Inkheart features darker 
elements than most family 
fare that fills theatres these 
days but co-star Paul Bettany 
insists those themes of death 
and corruption give the film 
its potency. 

“1 don’t know when we 
started being so overly pro¬ 
tective of our children. 1 
was scared to death by The 
Wizard of Oz and it was ex¬ 
hilarating,” said Bettany, 
adding that cinemas are 
the perfect place for kids 
to discover such emotions. 


Flow delivers environmental message 
in an enjoyable, effective manner 


Flow 

Director; Irena Salina 
Classification; STC 
Rating; 


JIM REYNO 

jim.reyno(ametronews.ca 


REVIEW Yeah, yeah, we 
know. We’ve destroyed 
the Earth every which 
way imaginable, and 
we’re doomed. 

That’s the danger with 
any environmental mes¬ 
sage. We hear so many hor¬ 
rible things about what 
we’re doing to the planet, 
we just might tune out the 
message. Some of us might 
even be inclined throw up 
our hands and say, “Why 
bother?” 

Flow won’t make any¬ 
one feel that way. Irena 
Safina’s documentary on 
the business of water and 
the implications for the 
planet is informative, en¬ 
joyable to watch ... and in¬ 
spiring. 

Salina takes a unique ap- 





Flow explores Earth's 
dwindling fresh water supply. 

proach with Flow. Rather 
than employ an in-your- 
face, Chicken Little-style 
narrator, Salina uses no 
narrator at all. 

The various authors, sci¬ 
entists, activists and civil¬ 
ians speak for themselves 
in this beautifully edited 
film. 

As a result. Flow unfolds 
a lot like a movie as op¬ 
posed to a newsy docu¬ 
mentary. Statistical infor¬ 
mation about the state of 


fresh water in the world is 
presented low-key, often 
written on the screen. And 
make no mistake: The 
news isn’t good. 

Salina reveals some stag¬ 
gering facts about how the 
water supply is being de¬ 
stroyed, whether through 
pollutants, privitization, 
damming, or good old 
first-world waste. 

Salina travels around the 
world to get the complete 
picture, and captures sev¬ 
eral fascinating (and heart¬ 
breaking) confrontations 
between water-company 
representatives and ordi¬ 
nary people being robbed 
of their life source. 

But here’s the thing with 
Flow — we also get some 
good news. We see victo¬ 
ries along the way, includ¬ 
ing technological break¬ 
throughs and successful 
stories of average people 
uniting to change govern¬ 
ment policy. 

We’re left feeling that 
it’s not too late. We can do 
more than stand around 
and wait for the last drip. 
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Film based on Naomi Klein book 

Directors Michael Winterbottom and Mat Whitecross are returning to the Berlin Film Festival next month 
with their latest documentary The Shock Doctrine, based on the book by Naomi Klein. Reuters 
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The evolution 


oll 3 ^ood hot- 
shot Jeffrey 

- Katzenberg 

thinks 3-D 
movies are the 
future of big screen enter¬ 
tainment. New eye-pop- 
ping pictures will be, he 
says, “the single most revo¬ 
lutionary change since 
colour pictures.” He’s not 
alone. George Lucas is con¬ 
verting the entire Star 
Wars saga into 3-D and 
Maple Pictures is releasing 
My Bloody Valentine 3-D 
this weekend, a remake of 
the 1981 slasher classic, 
but with effects that ap¬ 
pear to pierce the screen. 

This isn’t the first time 
Holl 5 mrood has looked to 3-D 
to help fill empty theatres. 
June 1915 saw the first 
screening of 3-D films before 
a paying audience but the re¬ 
sults were less than boffo. 

Since then 3-D technolo¬ 
gy has greatly improved — 
the shimmering lake effect 
replaced by effects that 
broke the fourth wall — 
but audiences have yet to 
fully embrace the experi- 



In Focus 


ence. In the past the prob¬ 
lem was the uncomfortable 
cardboard glasses that 
made the wearer resemble 
a member of Devo dressed 
for Halloween, but audi¬ 
ences likely would have ac¬ 
cepted the dorky glasses if 
the movies had been better. 

The novelty of props fly¬ 
ing off the screen wears 
thin when there’s no stoiy, 
something director Andre 
De Toth realized. Perhaps 
it’s because he only had 
one eye and couldn’t see 
the 3-D effects he used in 
House of Wax that he con¬ 
centrated on plot rather 
than flashy effects. The re¬ 
sulting movie about a wax 
museum proprietor whose 
subjects look a little too 
lifelike earns the ultimate 


of 3 -d 

Stamp of approval for a 3-D 
flick — it’s enjoyable in 3-D 
and 2 -D. 

The best known 3-D films 
generally are in the horror 
genre but there are 3-D 
films of all shapes and 
sizes. 

In 1895 L’arrivee du train, a 
crude one minute 3-D film of 
a train gliding past the cam¬ 
era’s lens and pulling into a 
station was so realistic it 
caused imsophisticated audi¬ 
ence members to run from 
the theatre in a panic. No¬ 
body ran from the theatre 
when Kiss Me Kate debuted, 
but because the 3-D run of the 
film was limited, those seeing 
it in 2-D were perplexed 
when actors repeatedly threw 
things at the audience. 

To sum up the enduring 
appeal of 3-D Katenberg 
paraphrases an old cliche. 

“There is that old cliche 
that a picture is worth a 
thousand words,” he says. 
“Well, a 3-D picture is 
worth 3,000 words.” 


Richard Crouse is the author of Son of the 
100 Best Movies You've Never Seen and 
film critic for CTV's Canada AM. 


Movie morsels 


Bedtime Stories 

REVIEW Bedtime Stories 
brings Adam Sandler to 
Disney and the results are 
predictably placid. San¬ 
dler’s once anarchistic 
comic spirit has been 
dulling with age and join¬ 
ing the Disney team feels 
like an appropriate crash 
landing for his downward 
trajectory. The film is far 
too predictable childish to 
appeal to the actor’s core 
audience, coming off like 
the type of forgettable 
family comedy that would 
have starred Steve Gutten- 
berg and gone straight to 
video 10 years ago. 

Phil Brown/Metro Canada 

The Curious Case 
of Benjamin 
Button 

REVIEW Based on a tale by 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Button 
tells the life story of a man 
who is born with the phys- 
icality of an 80-year-old 
but mysteriously ages in 


reverse meeting impossi¬ 
ble challenges along the 
way. If that vaguely 
sounds a bit Forrest 
Gumpish, don’t be sur¬ 
prised - Gump’s Eric Roth 
penned this human epic 
too. There’s a lot of talk 
about Brad Pitt possibly 
sneaking an Oscar, and he 
definitely gives the best 
performance of his career. 

Steve Gow/Metro Canada 


Four Christmases 

REVIEW Vince Vaughn and 
Reese Witherspoon star as 
a professional couple who 
always avoid their families 
during. After the film’s 
worst plot contrivance 
traps them in the country 
and broadcasts their avail¬ 
ability to their kin, the cou¬ 
ple — VinceVaughn and 
Reese Witherspoon — em¬ 
bark on their dreaded four 
Ghristmases.. 

Phil Brown/Metro Canada 

Twilight 

REVIEW Kristin Stewart stars 
as Bella, a young girl who 


moves to a small town and 
becomes instantly captivat¬ 
ed by a classmate named Ed¬ 
ward (Robert Pattinson) who 
is part of a veiy peculiar and 
insular family known as the 
GuUens. As Bella becomes 
more attracted to Edward, 
she discovers that the Gul- 
lens are a clan of vampires 
... but veiy safe emo-vam- 
pires who only drink animal 
blood and spend of most of 
their time silently emoting 
and looking pretty rather 
than preying on helpless vic¬ 
tims. . 

__ Phil Brown/Metro Canada 

Valkyrie 

REVIEW There’s no doubt 
Valkyrie was an ambitious¬ 
ly high risk project for Tom 
Cruise, and the truth is the 
film will likely struggle to 
fill theatre seats as it focus¬ 
es on the true stoiy of an as¬ 
sassination attempt on Ger¬ 
man dictator Adolph Hitler. 
Cruise plays Colonel Claus 
von Stauffenberg, a tragi¬ 
cally injured soldier thats 
joins an isnide gang of Nazi 
conspirators to kill Hitler. 

Chris Alexander/Metro Canada 
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Cineplex 


Empire 


Magic Lantern 


Independent 


Screen Times 


This week's new releases are highlighted in pink. 


THESE PAGES COVER MOVIE START TIMES FROM FRL, JAN. 16 TO THURS., JAN. 22. TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. COMPLETE LISTINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT METRONEWS.CA/MOVIES. 



Brad Pitt stars in The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, which is currently in theatres. 


CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 

10200 102nd Ave., 780-421-7020 

The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (PC) No Passes, Dolby Stereo 
Digital Fri-Thu 12-3:40-7:20 
Doubt (PC) DTS Digital Fri-Sun 12:50- 
3:35-6:55-9:30 DTS Digital Mon-Thu 
12:15-3-7-9:50 

Gran Torino (14A) DTS Digital Fri-Sun 
12:40-3:50-6:50-9:45 DTS Digital Mon- 
Thu 12:10-3:10-6:35-9:45 

Notorious (18A) Dolby Stereo Digital 
Fri-Sun 12:15-3:10-6:40-9:35 Dolby Stereo 
Digital Mon-Thu 12:35-3:25-6:30-9:30 
The Reader (18A) DTS Digital Fri 
12:20-3:20-6:30-9:25 DTS Digital Sat-Sun 
6:30-9:25 DTS Digital Mon-Thu 12:25- 
3:20-6:40-9:35 

Revolutionary Road (14A) DTS Digi¬ 
tal Fri-Sun 12:10-3-6:35-9:50 DTS Digital 
Mon-Thu 12:40-3:30-6:50-9:40 
Valkyrie (PC) DTS Digital, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Sun 6:45-9:40 
Yes Man (14A) Dolby Stereo Digital Fri- 
Sun 12:30-3:30 _ 

CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 

4211139th Ave., 780-472-7600 

Bedtime Stories (G) Sat-Sun i:io 
Bride Wars (PG) Fri 4 : 40 - 7 - 9:35 Sat-Sun 
1-4:40-7-9:35 Mon-Thu 4:40-7-9:35 
The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (PG) Fri 4:50-8:30 Sat-Sun 1:15- 
4:50-8:30 Mon-Thu 4:50-8:30 
Gran Torino (14A) No Passes Fri 4:05- 
6:45-9:25 No Passes Sat-Sun 1:20-4:05- 
6:45-9:25 Mon-Thu 4:05-6:45-9:25 
Hotel For Dogs (G) Fri 4 - 6 : 35-9 Sat- 
Sun 1:30-4-6:35-9 Mon-Thu 4-6:35-9 
Last Chance Harvey (PG) Fri 4:25- 
7:20-9:45 Sat-Sun 2-4:25-7:20-9:45 Mon- 
Thu 4:25-7:20-9:45 

My Bloody Valentine 3D (18A) Fri 
4:30-7:10-9:40 Sat-Sun 1:40-4:30-7:10- 
9:40 Mon-Thu 4:30-7:10-9:40 


Notorious (18A) Fri 3:45-6:30-9:20 Sat- 
Sun 12:50-3:45-6:30-9:20 Mon-Thu 3:45- 
6:30-9:20 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Fri 4:20- 
6:50-9:10 Sat-Sun 1:50-4:20-6:50-9:10 
Mon-Thu 4:20-6:50-9:10 


The Unborn (14A) Fri 4:45-7:30-9:50 
Sat-Sun 2:10-4:45-7:30-9:50 Mon-Thu 
4:45-7:30-9:50 

Yes Man (14A) Fri-Thu 4:10-6:40-9:15 

GARNEAU THEATRE 


8712-109 St., 780-433-2212 

Slumdog Millionaire (14A) Fri 6:50- 
9:10 Sat-Sun 2-6:50-9:10 Mon-Thu 6:50- 
9:10 _ _ 

METRO CINEMA 

Zeidler Hall, Citadel Theatre Complex, 
9828-101 Ave., 780-425-9212, 

Ashes of Time Redux (STC) Fri 7 Sat 
9 Sun 7 Mon 9 Tue 7 
Fava’s 16mm Film Class Screen¬ 
ing (STC) Thu 7 

Flow: For Love of Water (STC) Sat 7 
Sun 9 Mon 7 Tue 9 
Turkey Shoot (STC) Wed 8 
The Wild Horse Redemption 

(STC) Sun 2 _ _ 

MOVIES 12 

5074130^780-472-9779 

Australia (PG) Fri-Sat 12:50-4:05-7:40- 
11 Sun-Thu 12:50-4:05-7:40 

Beverly Hills Chihuahua (G) Fri-Sat 
1:55-4:45-7:20-9:35-11:45 Sun-Thu 1:55- 
4:45-7:20-9:35 

Changeling (14A) Fri-Thu 1:05-4:05- 
6:55-9:50 

Four Christmases (PG) Fri-Sat 1:45- 
4:25-7:25-9:45-12:10 Sun-Thu 1:45-4:25- 
7 : 25 - 9:45 

High School Musical 3 : Senior 
Year (G) Fri 1:30-4:20-7:05-9:30-11:50 
Sat 1:30-4:30-7:05-9:30-11:50 Sun-Thu 
1:30-4:20-7:05-9:30 

Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa (G) 

Fri-Sat 1 : 35 - 4 : 35 - 7 - 9 : 10 - 11:35 Sun-Thu 
1:35-4:35-7-9:10 

Nights in Rodanthe (PG) Fri-Sat 
1:20-4-6:45-9:15-12 Sun-Thu 1:20-4-6:45- 
9:15 

Punisher: War Zone (18A) Fri-Sat 
2:05-4:55-7:25-9:55-12:05 Sun-Thu 2:05- 
4:55-7:25-9:55 

Rachel Getting Married (STC) Fri- 
Sat 1:25-4:15-6:50-9:20-11:40 Sun-Thu 
1:25-4:15-6:50-9:20 

Role Models (14A) Fri-Sat 1:50-4:40- 
7:10-9:45-11:50 Sun-Thu 1:50-4:40-7:10- 
9:45 

Saw V (18A) Fri-Sat 2-4:55-7:30-10-12:15 
Sun-Thu 2-4:55-7:30-10 
Transporter 3 (14A) Fri-Sat 1:40-4:30- 
7:15-9:40-11:55 Sun-Thu 1:40-4:30-7:15- 
9:40 

NORTH EDMONTON 
CINEMAS 

14231137th Ave., 780-732-2236 

Bedtime Stories (G) Fri-Thu 12:10- 
2:20-6:45-9:10 

Bride Wars (PG) Fri-Thu 12:40-3-5:15- 


7:30-9:40 

The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (PG) Fri-Thu 2:15-6:20-9:50 
Defiance (14A) Fri-Thu 1:10-4:15-7:10- 
10:10 

Gran Torino (14A) Fri-Thu 1-4-7:20- 
10:05 

Hotel For Dogs (G) Fri-Thu 1:40-4:20- 
6:50-9:20 

Last Chance Harvey (PG) Fri-Tue 
1:30-4:30-7:35-10:20 Wed 4:30-7:35-10:20 
Thu 1:30-4:30-7:35-10:20 Star & Strollers 
Screening Wed 1 

Marley & Me (PG) Fri-Tue 12:50-3:20- 
6:30-9:05 Wed 3:20-6:30-9:05 Thu 12:50- 
3:20-6:30-9:05 Star & Strollers Screening 
Wedi 

My Bloody Valentine 3D (18A) Fri- 

Thu 12-2:30-4:45-7:45-10:15 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Fri-Thu 

12:05-2:50-5:10-7:40-10 

Seven Pounds (14A) Fri-Thu 3 : 50 - 9:45 

The Tale of Despereaux (G) Fri-Thu 

12:05 

Twilight (PG) Fri-Thu 1:15-6:50 
The Unborn (14A) Fri-Wed 1 : 45 - 3 : 55 - 
8-10:40 Thu 10:40-1:45-3:45-8 
Valkyrie (PG) Fri-Thu 1:20-4:10-7-9:55 
Yes Man (14A) Fri-Wed 12:20-2:45- 
5:20-7:50-10:30 Thu 12:20-2:45-10:30 

PRINCESS I & II 

^0337Wh^teAvy8^3W2^ 

Defiance (14A) Fri 6:45-9:20 Sat-Sun 2- 
6:45-9:20 Mon-Thu 6:45-9:20 
The Wrestler (14A) Fri 7-9:10 Sat-Sun 
2:30-7-9:10 Mon-Thu 7-9:10 _ 

SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
WEST MALL 

8882170th St., 780-444-2400 

Bedtime Stories (G) Fri-Thu 12:40- 

3:50-6:45-9:15 

Bride Wars (PG) Fri-Thu 12:10-2:30- 
4:50-7:30-10 

The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (PG) Fri-Thu 12-4-8 

The Day the Earth Stood Still: 
The IMAX Experience (PG) Fri-Thu 

1-4-7-9:45 

Defiance (14A) Fri-Tue 12:15-3:40-6:50- 
9:50 Wed 3:40-6:50-9:50 Thu 12:15-3:40- 
6:50-9:50 Star & Strollers Screening Wed 
1 

Gran Torino (14A) Fri-Thu 12:20-3:15- 

7:15-10:15 

Marley & Me (PG) Fri-Thu 12:30-3:20- 
6:30-9:20 

Metropolitan Opera: La Damna¬ 
tion de Faust Encore (STC) Sat 11 
Notorious (18A) No Passes Fri-Thu 
1:20-4:20-7:20-10:30 


s Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Fri Tue 
I 12:50-3:30-7-9:30 Wed 3:30-7-9:30 Thu 
I 12:50-3:30-7-9:30 Star & Strollers Screen- 
° ingWedi 

I Twilight (PG) Fri-Sun 12:45-3:45-6:40- 
? 9:40 Mon 12:45-3:45-9:40 Tue-Thu 12:45- 
I 3:45-6:40-9:40 

° The Unborn (14A) Fri-Thu 2-4:40-7:50- 
^ 10:20 

H Valkyrie (PG) Fri-Thu 1:10-4:10-7:10- 

I 10:10 

Yes Man (14A) Fri 1:30-4:30-7:40-10:30 
Sat 4:30-7:40-10:30 Sun-Thu 1:30-4:30- 
7:40-10:30 _ 

SOUTH EDMONTON 
COMMON 

^ 152599 thSt^ 780 - 436-858 

Bedtime Stories (G) Fri-Thu 12-2:30- 

4:50-7:25-9:50 

Bolt (G) Fri-Thu 1 : 15 - 4 - 6:45 

Bride Wars (PG) Fri-Thu 12:10-2:45-5- 

7:50-10:15 

Chandni Chowk to China (STC) Fri- 
Thu 12-3:50-8 

The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (PG) Fri-Thu 12:30-4-8 
Gran Torino (14A) Fri 1:20-4:15-7:10- 
10:10 Sat 2:15-4:15-7:10-10:10 Sun-Thu 
1:20-4:15-7:10-10:10 

Hotel For Dogs (G) Fri-Thu 1:30-4:15- 
6:50-9:20 

Last Chance Harvey (PG) Fri-Thu 
1:40-4:20-6:55-9:30 

Marley & Me (PG) Fri-Thu 1:10-4:30- 
7:40-10:15 

Metropolitan Opera: La Damna¬ 
tion de Faust Encore (STC) Sat 11 
My Bloody Valentine 3D (18A) Fri- 
Thu 1-3:40-7:30-10:30 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Fri-Thu 
12:15-2:40-4:55-7:45-10:20 

Revolutionary Road (14A) Fri-Wed 
12:40-3:30-7-9:55 Thu 3:30-7-9:55 Star & 
Strollers Screening Thu 1 
Seven Pounds (14A) Fri-Thu 9:20 
Twilight (PG) Fri 1:05-4:40-7:20-10:10 
Sat 4:40-7:20-10:10 Sun-Thu 1:05-4:40- 
7:20-10:10 

The Unborn (14A) Fri-Thu 1:45-4:30- 
7 : 35 - 10:30 

Valkyrie (PG) Fri-Thu 12:20-3:10-6:50- 
9:45 

Yes Man (14A) Fri-Wed 12:50-3:20-7:15- 
10:20 Thu 3:20-7:15-10:20 Star & Strollers 
Screening Thu 1 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 

Edmonton Space And Science Centre, 
1121-142 St., 780-451-3344 

.1 

The Alps (STC) Fri 4-8 Sat-Sun 12-4 
Amazon (STC) Mon 1:30 Thu 12:30 
Beavers (STC) Tue 9:30 
Bugs! (STC) Mon 9:30 Wed 10:30 

Coral Reef Adventure (G) Mon 

11:30 Tue 1:30 

Dinosaurs Alive! (STC) Fri 1:30 Tue 
12:30 Thu 10:30 

Grand Canyon Adventure: River 
at Risk (STC) Fri 11:30-3-7-9 Sat 11-1-3-5- 
7-9 Sun 11-1-3-5 Mon-Thu 3 

Greece: Secrets of the Past (STC) 
Mon 12:30 Tue 11:30 
The Human Body (STC) Wed 1:30 
Thu 9:30 

Hurricane on the Bayou (STC) Tue 
10:30 Thu 11:30 

Mummies: Secrets of the 
Pharaohs (STC) Fri 10:30 Sat 2-8 Sun 2 
Mystic India (STC) Wed 9:30 
Mystic India IMAX (STC) Fri 9:30 
Space Station (G) Mon 10:30 Wed 
12:30 

Whales: An Unforgettable Jour¬ 
ney (STC) Fri 12:30 Wed 11:30 Thu 1:30 

WESTMOUNT CENTRE 

111 Ave. & Groat Rd., 403 - 455-8726 

Bride Wars (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital 
Fri 6:50-9:10 Dolby Stereo Digital Sat-Sun 
1:10-3:30-6:50-9:10 Dolby Stereo Digital 
Mon-Thu 6:50-9:10 

Milk (14A) DTS Digital Fri 6:40-9:40 DTS 
Digital Sat-Sun 12:45-3:40-6:40-9:40 DTS 
Digital Mon-Thu 6:40-9:40 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Dolby 
Stereo Digital Fri 7-9:30 Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal Sat-Sun 1-3:20-7-9:30 Dolby Stereo Dig¬ 
ital Mon-Thu 7-9:30 

The Unborn (14A) DTS Digital Fri 7:10- 
9:20 DTS Digital Sat-Sun 1:20-3:50-7:10- 
9:20 DTS Digital Mon-Thu 7:10-9:20 
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Musk 


Presidential playlist 

These Canuck artists are essential additions to Obama's iPod 



Perhaps no act represents The Prairies better than Tegan and Sara. 


IAN NATHANSON 

for Metro Canada 


The day The Guess Who ac¬ 
cepted an invitation to visit 
The White House in 1970, 
the Canadian group was 
riding a wave of success on 
both sides of the border 
with its ironically titled hit 
single, American Woman. 

The moment — brought 
to attention thanks to an 
astute Tricia Nixon, 
daughter of the late U.S. 
president Richard Nixon 
— likely helped dispel 
some of the common 
American impressions of 
our country as filled with 
igloos, ice hockey and a 
musical compendium fea¬ 
turing the dulcet tones of 
Anne Murray, Neil Young 
and Joni Mitchell. 

So with news that the 
soon-to-be 44th U.S. presi¬ 
dent will make Canada 
the destination of his first 
international visit some¬ 
time after his Jan. 20 inau¬ 
guration, there’s a good 
chance Barack Obama 
will want to learn more 
about our country 
through the power of mu¬ 
sic. And there is plenty to 
learn about. 

Sure, the easiest thing 
would be to load up an 
iPod filled with the entire 
catalogue of Tragically 
Hip, Celine Dion or Shania 
Twain albums. But let’s 


give the 47-year-old Oba¬ 
ma, a man who seems to 
emanate some hip credi¬ 
bility, the benefit of the 
doubt and fill that same 
iPod with musical talent 
that truly represent the 
various Canadian regions 
in this day and age: 

• Representing Atlantic 
Canada: The Joel Plaskett 
Emergency. Insightful 
singer-songwriter who 
helped usher in the Hali¬ 
fax pop explosion of the 
’90s as leader of alt-rock¬ 
ers Thrush Hermit and 
maintains senses of identi¬ 
ty and humour plus a 


thoughtful world view 
throughout his solo work. 

• Representing Quebec: 
(English) Arcade Fire. The 
Montreal-based ensemble 
performed a select num¬ 
ber of free concerts in sup¬ 
port of Obama’s campaign 
early in 2008. Also helps 
that David Bowie and 
Bruce Springsteen have 
taken a liking to the Juno- 
and Grammy-nominated 
group. 

• Representing Ontario: 
Broken Social Scene. The 

Toronto supergroup not 
only creates whispery 
noise-fuelled indie rock in 


United States 

Presidential 

Inauguration 


its own right, but many of 
its members — including 
Metric’s Emily Haines and 
Jimmy Shaw, k-os. Stars’ 
Amy Millan and Feist — 
have spun off fine works 
away from the collective. 

• Representing the 
Prairies: Tegan and Sara: 
These Juno-nominated 
twin sisters from Calgary 
sure know how to conjure 
up cutting-edge melodic 
rock about love, betrayal 
and longing. The duo 
record for Neil Young’s Va¬ 
por Records label. In 2005, 
The White Stripes covered 
the Sara-penned Walking 
With A Ghost for an EP. 

• Representing British Co¬ 
lumbia: The New Pornog- 
raphers. This Vancouver- 
based super group, and 
Polaris nominee, has at¬ 
tracted artists as diverse 
as alt-country siren Neko 
Case, A.C. Newman, Dan 
Bejar (Destroyer) to fulfill 
the void of power pop 
reminiscent of The Cars 
and Cheap Trick. 

• Representing the Arctic: 
Tanya Tagaq Gillis. Throat¬ 
singing femme from Cam¬ 
bridge Bay, Nunavut, was 
first brought to the atten¬ 
tion of Bjork for her 2004 
album Medulla. 


- \ 



KEON 

ICE CARVI NG FESTIVAL 

WHYTE 


January 15 to 25.2009 

monday - friday 2 pm -10 pm 
Saturday Sunday 10 am -10 pm 

festival park . old strathcona 
85 avenue 104 street. edmonton . alberta 



Metro recommends 


• RUBY JEAN AND THE 
THOUGHTFUL BEES, SELF-TI¬ 
TLED: Charm¬ 
ing Halifax 
electro dance 
ensemble 
rocks out by 
blending real 
drums, wicked synths and 
Rebekah Higgs' sweet voice. 



• JUSTICE, A CROSS THE UNI¬ 
VERSE: DJ 

duo bring 
new energy 
to their dance 
club hits and 
rugged house 
beats on this enthusiastic 
live recording. 



• JAMIE FOXX, INTUITION: 

Foxx delivers 
a wide assort¬ 
ment of extra¬ 
smooth R&B 
jams with 
help from A- 
list guests including Lil 
Wayne and Kanye West. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Winter yields hot new music 


SoundCh 


Alan 

Cross 



alan( 3 ongoinghistory.com 


-he bad news is we 

have at least three 
months of cold, 
miserable weather 
ahead of us. Good 
thing we have some inter¬ 
esting music headed our 
way. Here’s what’s coming 
our way over the next 90 
days or so: 

• Franz Ferdinand/Tonight 
(Jan. 27): I’ve had a chance 
to live with the full album 
since early December and 
the more 1 listen, the more 
1 like it, especially when 
they bust out some weird 
Soviet-era synthesizers 
called “Pol 3 WOxes.” British 
art school rock without the 
pretension. 


• Bruce Springsteen and 
the E Street Band/Working 
on a Dream (Jan. 27): 

Bruce says the energy of 
the last tour inspired 
much of the songs on his 
24th record. Add in a Su¬ 
per Bowl appearance on 
Feb. 1 and a possible shot 
at an Oscar with his theme 
to The Wrestler and it 
could be the Winter of the 
Boss. 

• Chris Comell/Scream 
(Feb. 3): The former 
Soundgarden and Au¬ 
dioslave singer got Timba- 
land to produce his third 
solo album. And if you 
think that’s dodgy, Justin 
Timberlake co-wrote and 
produced at least one song. 
And as a capper, John May¬ 
er shows up on a hidden 
track. Oh, dear. 

• U 2 /N 0 Line on the Hori¬ 
zon (March 3): Studio al¬ 
bum No. 12 will hit stores 
in FIVE different versions. 
Hardcore fans will want 
the bespoke edition, which 


comes in a box with a 64- 
page hardcover book and 
an Anton Corbijn film. 
Early word is Brian Eno 
and Daniel Lanois presided 
over an Achtung Baby-like 
record. That’s a good thing. 
• Pearl Jam/Ten (March 24): 
Eighteen years after its re¬ 
lease, Ten gets a complete 
makeover, including a 
remix and remaster by pro¬ 
ducer Brendan O’Brien 
(Pearl Jam never did like 
the sound of the original 
album). The reissue will 
come in four flavours, in¬ 
cluding a super deluxe ver¬ 
sion that contains a cas¬ 
sette (!!!) replicating the in¬ 
famous Mamasan demos 
that got Eddie Vedder the 
singer’s gig. This is the first 
salvo in a series of re-re- 
leases of every PJ release 
leading up to the band’s 
20th anniversary in 2011. 


The Ongoing History of New Music can be 
heard on stations across Canada. Read more 
at ongoinghistory.com and exploremusic.com 


ice carving competition 
children’s play area 
live music 

ice castle ice slide 
van houtte cafe 

for more information “ 
or to volunteer check us out @ 

WWW.ICEONWHYTE.CA 

PRESENTED BY 



OLD STRATHCONA 
BUSINESS 

ASSOCIATION ICE ON WHYTE 

CHARITY OF CHOICE 
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22 movies&entertainment 


Gossip Girl goes back in time 

The juicy goodness of Gossip Girl is going back in time with a new igSos-set spinoff that looks at the teenage lives of Lily Van der 
Woodsen and Rufus Humphrey — the parents of characters Serena Van der Woodsen and Dan Humphrey, intouchweekly.com 


Television 


Galactica’s 


I nte lie Vision 



rick.mcginnis(3 metronews.ca 


BACK TO GEEK HEAVEN: This 
Sunday sees the return of 
Battle star Galactica on 
Space for its final half-sea- 
son, and where 1 live, the 


anticipation is greater 
than any fan fervour about 
24 or Lost or Mad Men, 
which says something 
about my friends. I’m sure. 

If you’re a fan, 1 don’t 
need to tell you where 
things were as the first 
half of season four ended 
last June, as the surviving 
humans, allied with the 
rebel Cylons, had finally 
made it to Earth, albeit the 
nuclear wasteland edition 
of Earth so beloved of sci-fi 


endgame 


writers on a dystopia tip. 
Hardcore fans have proba¬ 
bly already watched the 10 
webisodes featuring the 
Felix Gaeta and Boomer 
Cylon characters doing 
what’s basically Hitch¬ 
cock’s Lifeboat in space, 
which act as a bridge be¬ 
tween the two halves of 
the season and set up one 
of the big conflicts for the 
show’s endgame. 

A quick run through the 
season 4.0 box set just re¬ 


leased by Universal is 
probably worthwhile, if 
only for hints, revealed in 
the bonus features, that at 
least the first half of the fi¬ 
nal episodes will play out 
like Ten Little Indians. 
Cast members, some of 
them much-loved, will 
start dying off, some at 
their own hands in the fog 
of despair that overcomes 
the survivors with their 
discovery of the fate of the 
Earth. 
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IL 


ED 

c 

B S 

7:00 

7:30 

8:00 

8:30 

9:00 1 9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 

O) 

2 CFRN 

239 318 

etalk 

Hollywood 

Raising the Bar (N) 

Ghost Whisperer (N) 

Flashpoint (HDTV) (N) 

News (N) 

0 

(O 

3 KHQ 

- 370 

News (N) 

Be-Mllllonaire 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Wheel-Fortune 

Howie Do It (N) | Howie Do It (N) 

Friday Night Lights (N) 

Dateline NBC 


4 CBXT 

- 307 

Coronation St. 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Rick Mercer 

Marketplace 

Just for Laughs (N) 

CBC News; The National 

The Hour 


6 KREM 

- 372 

News (N) 

Hollywood 

The Doctors (N) 

Ghost Whisperer (N) 

Flashpoint (HDTV) (N) 

NUMB3RS 

0) 

7 CKEM 

241 347 

Law & Order; SVl 

J 

Man Tracker 

mbBHB 1 

Crusoe 

Your City 

.1 

8 CITV 

240 339 

ET Canada 

Entertainment 

NUMB3RS “Jacked” (N) 

Howie Do It (N) | Howie Do It (N) 

Friday Night Lights (N) 

News Hour 

0) 

|12 CBXFT 119 7051 

Du coeur au ventre (SC) 

Paquet voleur (SC) 

Une heure sur Terre (SC) 

Le Telejournal et Les Nou 

TJ Alberta 

E 

13 KXLY 

- 371 

4 News at 6 

4 News at 6:30 

Entertainment 

The Insider (N) 

WiJetaiMi -1 

SiMW 

20/20 


16 KAYU 

- 373 

The Simpsons 

Raymond 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 

Smarter Than a 5th Grader? 

Don’t Forget the Lyrics! 

News (N) 


1 19 CHTV - - 1 

The Insider (N) 

E News 

Fashion Police: Golden Globes 

Smarter Than a 5th Grader? 

20/20 (HDTV) 

News (N) 


22 KBPS 

- 374 

NewsHour With Jim Lehrer 

Wash. Week 

McLaughlin 

Bill Moyers Journal (N) 

I NOW on PBS 

Being Served 

Vicar of Dibley 

i 

15 CBCN 

502 - 

CBC News: The National 

CBC News: the fifth estate 

CBC News: The National 

CBC News: The National 

fifth estate 

c 

54 CTVN 

501 391 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 


20 TSN 

400 400 

1 Basketball | 

1 NHL Bdta^ Edmonton Oilers at Colorado Avalanche. IMmn fflAA 1 

Liniiiiwiiiiiii I 

1 NFL Films | 

Rodeo: PRCA 

■c 

0 

23 net 

408 418 

UFC Countdown 

|The Ultimate I 

inAff Central | Flames Week | 

BHUPHI Connected 

UFC Count. 

Q. 

(/> 

47 SPEED 417 406 

Barrett-Jackson Auction 

1 Barrett-Jackson Automobile Auction HHIIIUMa 1 

SCCA Runoffs Touring 2. 

SCCA Runoffs 


94 SCORE 410 403 

I6IWWE SmackDown! 

Score TMht 

1 

1 Hardcore Talk | 

|WWE SmackDown! j 


14 YTV 

552 543 

ICarly 

Prank Patrol 

Scorpion 

First Daughter -k-k (2004, Romance-Comedy) Katie Holmes. 

Falcon Beach 

1 

17 TREE 

553 546 

Little Bear 

Miss Spider 

Comfy Couch 

Rolie Polie Olie 

Max & Ruby Dragon 

Backyardigans 

Dora-Explorer 

Go, Diego, Go! 


45 FAM 

557 541 

Zoey 101 

Latest Buzz 

Wizards-Place 

Miracle ★★★ (2004, Drama) Kurt Russell, Noah Emmerich. 

Roxy Hunter and Mystery 


25 A&E 

615 520 

CSI: Miami “Darkroom” 

The Beast “Pilot” (HDTV) 

Criminal Minds (HDTV) 

CSI: Miami (HDTV) 

CSI: Miami 

0 

29 FOOD 

603 561 

Kylle Kwong 

Gourmets 

Diner, Drive-In 

Diner, Drive-In 

Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 

Challenge 

Kylle Kwong 

(5 

> 

32 DISC 

520 505 

Man vs. Wild (N) 

Deranged “Son of Sam” 

Daily Planet 

Man vs. Wild 

Project Earth 

0 

38 SPIKE 

628 584 

CSI: NY “Admissions” 

CSI: NY “Personal Foul” 

CSI: NY “Taxi” (HDTV) 

MANswers 

MANswers 

GameTrailers 

.0 

(0 

43 SPACE 627 528 

Battlestar 

Battlestar Galactica (N) | 

Forum: Battlestar Galactica 

Ghost Ship ★ (2002, Horror), Ron Eldard 

0 

|50 STAR 

621 56 1 

Popaganda “Skinny 911” 

[The Tonight Show-Jay Leno 

TMZ 

I The View (HDTV) 

Popaganda 



ED 

C B S 

7:00 

7:30 

8:00 

8:30 

9:00 

9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 

O) 

2 CFRN 239 318 

W-FIVE-Manners 

Law & Order; SVU 

Law & Order; Criminal Intent 

Law & Order (HDTV) 

News (N) 

0 

3 KHQ - 370 

ColM Baskelbiil 

CSI: NY “Stuck on You” 

Crusoe (HDTV) (N) 

Law & Order (HDTV) 

Law/OrdSVU 


4 CBXT - 307 

NHLHoaag 

II NHL Him Phoenix at Muir Flames. umiLHI 

IIHNIg--AM Hours | 


6 KREM - 372 

News (N) 

Scrubs 

Cold Case 

Game Show 

Game Show 

Without a Trace (HDTV) 

48 Hr. Mystery 

Q) 

7 CKEM 241 347 

Without a Trace 

Less-Kind 

Kaya 

The Clown at Midnight* (1998, Horror), Margot Kidder 

The City Show 

E 

8 CITV 240 339 

Real Fight Club 

Zero Hour 

Mob Stories “Fox Hunt” 

Go Deep 

News (N) 

0) 

12 CBXFT 119 705 

Le Moment de verite (SC) 

3600 secondes d’extase (SC) 

Dre Grey, legons d’anatomie 

Le Telejournal 


1 

E 

13 KXLY - 371 

News 

The Insider (N) 

Entertainment Tonight 

The Pacifier** (2005, Comedy) Vin 

Diesel, Faith Ford. 

Housewives 

& 

16 KAYU - 373 

Boston Legal 

House “Distractions” 

ICops (N) 1 

Cops 

America’s Most Wanted 

News (N) 


19 CHTV - - 

Chef School 

E News 
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Michael Hogan and Lucy Lawless as Colonel Saul Tigh and D’Anna 
Biers from Battlestar Galactica, which is entering its final season. 


Like so much sci-fi, 
there’s a lot about Galacti¬ 
ca that doesn’t bear to 
much scrutiny — the con¬ 
dition of post-apocal 5 q)tic 
Earth, and the clues it con¬ 
tains about the former 
lives of the final five Cy¬ 
lons are more than a bit 
implausible, to say the 
least. And like much of the 
genre today, there’s a mag¬ 
pie quality about the situa¬ 
tions and scenes; watch 
for Edward James Olmos 
doing Martin Sheen in the 
first 10 minutes of Apoca¬ 
lypse Now, right down to 
the drunken mirror 
smashing, but without the 


naked Tai Chi (thank God 
for small mercies.) 

The remarkable thing 
about Galactica at this 
point is how many charac¬ 
ters and storylines are be¬ 
ing pushed to the front of 
the plot with a clarity of fo¬ 
cus almost entirely missing 
from Lost or 24; perhaps 
it’ll finally pick up a few 
awards for this accomplish¬ 
ment once it’s safely off the 
air and Emmy voters feel 
moved to overcome their 
aversion to sci-fi. 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 


Entertainment in briefl 


TV Don Cheadle is making a 
push into TV production with a 
two-year deal at Universal Me¬ 
dia Studios. Under the pact, ex¬ 
pected to be announced Thurs¬ 
day during NBC's portion of the 
winter Television Critics Associa¬ 
tion press tour, Cheadle's 
Crescendo Prods, will develop 
series projects for the studio. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


GlobalStyl 


Kenya 

Hunt 




Read Kenya Hunt exclusively at 
metronews.ca/globalstyle 


See complete online movie listings, 
and reviews at Metronews.ca/movies 



MRL CAPITAL TRUST 


Invest in the Canadian and 
U.S. Real Estate Markets 


Minimtin Investment $1,000.00 
- ~ R.S.P Eligible 

Tax Free Savings Account Eligible 
as.w ,°E^ In Non-leveraged Investments 


Bringing You to the 

of Real Estate Investment 
From The Comfort Of Your Armchair 


Agent Inquiries Welcome 


i Chinese & Japanese, "CRISIS 
? written with two symbols, the first 
I meaning "DANGER" the second 
"OPPORTUNITY." 


For information and seminar registration call 
877-399-8886 or go to www.mrlcompanies.conil 
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The MentaMst gets a good timeslot 

CBS will air a special episode of The Mentalist on Sunday after its presentation of the AFC Championship game, giving the 
freshman hit its biggest lead-in yet — likely upward of 35 million viewers, the Hollywood Reporter reports, metro news services 
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Going Out 


Metro’s y• **’ Heaven: Metro taps what’s hot right now 



Kate’s Globes 

I lt took a number of 

nominations, but Kate 
Winslet walked away 
from last Sunday's 
Golden Globes with two stat¬ 
uettes — best actress for Revo¬ 
lutionary Road and best sup¬ 
porting actress for The Reader 
— and gained praise from 
Oprah and Halle Berry for go¬ 
ing au naturelin her movies. 



2 Presidential support 

Barrak Obama's inauguration is still a few days away, but 
it's still the biggest ticket around. Stevie Wonder will be 
performing along with Jay-Z, Mary J. Blige, Faith Hill, 
Shakira, Beyonce, Mariah Carey and Alicia Keys. The inauguration 
will air live on ABC at 8 p.m. EST on Tuesday. 


3 New judge + 
bikini = ratings 

American Idol's 
premiere was the 
most watched primetime show 
of the new TV season accord¬ 
ing to Nielson Media Research. 
A fourth judge, music producer 
Kara DioGuardi, didn't hurt — 
and neither did an Idol wanna¬ 
be auditioning in a bikini. 


4 TV returns 

After a year marred 
by a TV writer's 

strike, both 24 and Lost are set 
for a new series of adventures. 
Will Jack Bauer - played by 
Kiefer Sutherland - save the 
day? And why do the people 
that left the island suddenly 
need to get back? 


Dream job 

Maybe it's a sign of 
the economic times. 
When Australia's 
Tourism Queensland put out a 
call for people to apply for a 
job to blog about the Great 
Barrier Reefs Hamilton Island 
for six months, the number of 
applicants interested in the po¬ 
sition crashed the website, ac¬ 
cording to Reuters. 


Rock a rhyme 

It's tricky to rock and 
rhyme. Meta Hica and 
Run-D.M.C. have 
proved they can do both, and it 
was announced this week they 
are set to be among the 2009 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in¬ 
ductees. 



7 Big screen 
comeback 

In a single year. The 
Wrestler actor Mickey 
Rourke went from Hollywood 
has-been to the toast of the 
town with a Golden Globe win. 
It's a story made for movies — 
and, in a way, it was. 




HOT & HAPPENING WEEKEND EVENTS AROUND THE CITY 

For more great events around the city, visit: metronews.ca/entertainment 


Mix of Six 


Glen Anderson Day 

When: Friday, noon 
Where: City Hall 
Join Hockey Hall of 
Famer Glenn Anderson 
and former, and current 
Edmonton Oilers at City 
Hall for a celebration to ho¬ 
nour the hockey legend. 
Anderson’s No. 9 jersey 
will be raised to the rafters 
retired on Sunday at Rexall 
Place before the Oilers take 
on the Phoenix Coyotes. 


Ice on Whyte 

When: Saturday, 2 p.m. to 
10 p.m., 

Sunday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Where: Festival Park 
Walk into a winter won¬ 
derland at the sixth annual 
Ice on Wh 3 ^e festival. Slide 
down a 100-metre ice 
slide, explore an ice castle, 
and check out ice sculp¬ 
ture competitions. Admis¬ 
sion to the park is free. 


Motorcycle show 

When: Friday, noon to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Where: Northlands AgriCom 
Get revved up with the 
Canadian motorcycle and 
ATV industries’ official 
event for the launch of 
2009 models from manufac¬ 
turers like Honda, Yamaha, 
Kawasaki and Harley-David- 
son. Admission is $13 for 
adults, $9.50 for kids. 


Ratt Poison 

When: Friday, 10:15 p.m. 
Where: Jet Nightclub 
The guys from the ’80s 
heavy metal supergroup, 
Ratt Poison, are hitting the 
stage for the first time in 
2008. Join the guys 
adorned in leather, black 
eyeliner, and hairspray for 
headbanging hits from the 
golden era of rock. Admis¬ 
sion is $7. 


Sam Roberts Band 

When: Saturday, 6:30 p.m. 
Where: Jubilee Auditorium 
One of Canada’s most 
exciting rock acts, the Sam 
Roberts Band, is coming to 
Edmonton. The band is ex¬ 
pected to play tracks from 
their new album Love at 
the End of the World. Tick¬ 
ets are available through 
Ticketmaster at $29.50 and 
$34.50. 


Homegrown music 

When: Friday, 8 p.m. 

Where: Brixx 

Head to the former Vel¬ 
vet Underground for a few 
homegrown groups — in¬ 
cluding Wicked Awe- 
somes. Dropping Out, The 
Hangouts and DJ Levin — 
plus some turntable action 
from CJSR 88.5 music di¬ 
rector and vinyl aficionado 
DJ Levin. Admission for 
the show is $10. 


Casting call for all aspiring models 


JOSEPHINE LIM 

for Metro Canada 


This month, young 
women will have the 
chance to strut their stuff 
and work the catwalk at 
Canada’s Next Top Mod¬ 
el’s first regional casting 
tour, in this, their third 
cycle. 

CTV is holding casting 
calls in Vancouver, Edmon¬ 
ton, Halifax, Montreal and 


Toronto for females be¬ 
tween the ages of 18 to 23 
and who are at least five- 
feet-eight. They also need 
to be a Canadian citizen or 
permanent resident of 
Canada. 

“Well, we thought about 
(the casting tour) in cycle 
one and cycle two when 
the show was younger. We 
just looked at the logistics 
of trying to do that and we 
felt it was a bit much to 
do,” says Sheila Hockin, 


strike your pose 

• Open auditions will be 
held for Canada's Next Top 
Model in Edmonton on Jan. 
18 at the West Edmonton 
Mall. 


executive producer of the 
show. “Now that the show 
is going into its third cy¬ 
cle, we’re maturing a little 
bit.” 


She says anyone can 
make it onto the show, 
but the competition is 
stiff. 

This season’s applica¬ 
tions have been moved 
online at model.ctv.ca and 
Hockin says they’ve al¬ 
ready received double the 
applications from past 
seasons. On top of that, 
there will be the casting 
calls. 

As for who they’re look¬ 
ing for, they are searching 


for a model who can make 
it far in the industry, she 
says. 

“What we’re looking for 
ideally is a girl who does a 
great job of representing 
Canada as a Canadian 
model in this country, but 
who also has the physical 
qualities and the personal 
qualities that will take her 
into the international mar¬ 
ketplace,” says Hockin. 

“We’re looking for the 
next Evangelista.” 



Jay Manuel will be returning 
for the next season of 
Canada's Next Top Model. 



Global 
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Going Out 


Extended coverage 

ESPN is joining the lineup of networks that will offer extensive coverage of 
President-elect Barack Obama's inauguration next Tuesday. Reuters 


Out in (cyber)space 

Whoopi Goldberg returns to sci-fi in online venture 



Whoopi Goldberg, shown during a scene from FEARnet's sci-fi 
mini-series Stream, is returning to a favourite genre. 


Whoopi Goldberg is 
returning from a brief re¬ 
tirement as an actress to 
boldly go to where few 
stars have gone before — 
online science fiction. 

Two decades after first 
appearing on Star Trek: 
The Next Generation, the 
Oscar-winning actress is 
producing and starring in a 
new sci-fi series called 
Stream that premiered yes¬ 
terday on the horror web¬ 
site and video-on-demand 
network FEARnet. 

The series comes just 
over a year after Goldberg, 
53, said she was retiring 
from acting to concentrate 
on hosting the da 3 d:ime 
chat show The View, a gig 
she took over from Rosie 
O’Donnell in September 
2007. 

Goldberg said the idea of 
performing in a new medi¬ 
um really appealed to her, 
as did the chance to act in 
sci-fi and horror — two of 
her favourite genres. 

“1 did retire. 1 hadn’t 
made a movie in quite a 


online stream 

• In Stream, which will be 
rolled out in six episodes of 
five minutes each, Goldberg 
stars as Jodi Quinn, a char¬ 
acter battling personal 
demons in a sci-fi thriller 
that moves between three 
phases of her life. 

while, and 1 lost my way 
with the things 1 was do¬ 
ing. It became entertain¬ 
ment by rote, and there 
wasn’t a lot being done 
that 1 was interested in do¬ 
ing,” Goldberg told Reuters 
in a telephone interview. 

“But the idea that you 
can be at work and check 
out a webisode tickles me 
because that is the future. 
... 1 can reinvent my way of 
acting so that 1 challenge 
myself and see where it 
takes me for the second 
half of my life.” 

Goldberg built a strong 
following in sci-fi circles 
through her work in the 
late 1980s and early ’90s 


on Star Trek: The Next 
Generation. 

She said she had been a 
Star Trek fan, or Trekkie, 
since childhood, when cre¬ 
ator Gene Roddenberry 
had the wherewithal to 
put black people in the fu¬ 
ture as characters in the 
original 1960s series. 

“Other science fiction 
movies you saw had no 
black people in them any¬ 


where. Isn’t that some¬ 
thing? 1 wanted to cariy on 
that tradition,” she said. 

“If 1 could be doing sci-fi 
and horror all the time 1 
would be doing it. 1 have 
loved it since 1 was little. A 
good scare is great and 1 
love the idea you can get 
people to feel things with¬ 
out having to show it to 
them.” 

REUTERS 
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Popular comic site adds 
straight-faced partner 


Politics might make for 
strange bedfellows, but 
the digital entertainment 
business is capable of pair¬ 
ing some unusual 
bunkmates in its own 
right. 

Just look at the newest 
tenant at budding Internet 
empire Or Die Networks, 
home to Funny Or Die, 
Will Ferrell’s comedy dot¬ 
com. The company is 
branching out into new 
fields, each with celebrity 
poster boys attached to 
their corresponding sites, 
including skateboard guru 
Tony Hawk for action- 
sports hub Shred Or Die. 

But they are no compari¬ 
son to the surprise attend¬ 
ing the latest addition to 
the Or Die world. In No¬ 
vember, the site quietly 
added GreatAmericans 
.com to its suite. It is 
billed as a home for “posi¬ 
tive role models,” particu¬ 
larly men and women in 
uniform, from our armed 
forces abroad to the cops 
or firemen in local neigh¬ 
borhoods. It’s a strange fit 
to see such high-minded 
content among the snark 
and sass that pervades the 
rest of Or Die Networks. 

But if GreatAmeri¬ 
cans. com is an unlikely ad¬ 
dition to the Or Die family, 
its charter member might 
strike an even odder pres¬ 
ence. Creator and execu¬ 
tive producer Matt Daniels 
introduces himself on the 
site’s home page in a video 


CEO weighs in 

• Or Die Networks CEO 
Dick Glover does not see 
Daniels' background as rele¬ 
vant. “One of the very big is¬ 
sues, and it was very exten¬ 
sively discussed, is that this 
site is not a political site,'' he 
says. 

in Harlem, an area where 
he grew up poor. He tells 
us he might never have 
survived were it not for 
role models in his life, thus 
inspiring the website. 

But what Daniels doesn’t 
mention is his claim to 
fame. Five years ago, 
Daniels was a leading op¬ 
ponent of legalizing gay 
marriage and even au¬ 
thored a proposed consti¬ 
tutional amendment ban¬ 
ning the practice. As 
founder of Alliance for 
Marriage, he emerged as a 
high-profile figure in the 
conservative movement. 

In an interview, Daniels 
indicates that he no longer 
is with AFM and his new 
enterprise is unrelated to 
his previous claim to fame. 

“Anybody looking at the 
portal and what is actually 
being promoted, what is 
actually being celebrated, 
can make their own judg¬ 
ment on the face of what 
we represent, and we’ll 
stand by that,” Daniels 
says. “This is an utterly 
and completely different 
venture.” reuters 


fob At Hom^ 

$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
or Computer Work. 
www.TopJobAlberta.com 
Or Write to: CHR Jobs 
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Suite #415«#916-MC1 
L Ottawa ON, K2J 4P6 J 


NEED A MORTGAGE 



Call Kelly 
Parkinson 
for all your 
Mortgage 
Needs! 


Do you have 

rheumatoid arthritis (RA)? 

• Are you over 18 years of age and interested 
in participating in a clinical trial? 

• Were you diagnosed with RA after you were 
16 yrs old? 

• Have you had RA for longer than 6 months? 

• Are you able to perform self-care? 

For more information call 

780.407.2833 

This trial is conducted by the University of Alberta. 

You cannot be taking any of the following medications; cyclophosphamide, oral 
corticosteroids greater than 10 mg prednisone (or equivalent) per day, inflixamab, 
adalimumab, etanercep. 
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Fly IVIe to the Sun 

Over 20 hotels have launched Fly Me to the Sun, a campaign promoting tourism to Los Cabos, Mexico this winter. The promotion 
allows guests to receive a US $400 US credit applicable at the time of check-out. Check out visitmexico.com. metro news services 
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Going Away 


Smitten with 
Old San Juan 

Puerto Rican capitals 
full of sensual charm 


Getting there 



The candy-coloured buildings of Old San Juan liven up the streetscapes. 



Strolling on part of the city's old fortifications. 


REB STEVENSON 

for Metro Canada 


Carlos Sanchez brags that 
he can '"conquer” me with 
salsa. The 2i-year-old has 
all the sex appeal of a kid 
brother. But he stands out¬ 
side Nuyorican Cafe, 
smoking a cigarette and 
eyeing me up with smug 
confidence. "If you really 
want a girl, if you dance 
salsa, you can get her,” he 
insists. 

“OK. Show me,” I 
prompt. Sanchez doesn’t 
hesitate. He steps forward 
in the nondescript alley- 
way, grabs me, starts sway¬ 
ing those bony hips and ... 
by golly. I’m smitten. 

My affection isn’t for 
Sanchez himself — the 
spontaneous moment con¬ 
firms what I’ve suspected 
since 1 set foot in the seven 
square blocks that consti¬ 
tute Old San Juan: This city 
will make you gaga. 

Puerto Rico has been a 
U.S. territory since 1898, 
but Spain ultimately gets 
credit for San Juan. The sec¬ 
ond-oldest European-found¬ 
ed settlement in the Ameri¬ 
cas after Santo Domingo, 
its ancestors have yielded a 
hybrid that oozes character. 
The colonial streets com¬ 
bine the sun-drenched lazi¬ 
ness of the Caribbean, the 
consumer appetite of 
America and the impulsive 
romance of Spain. 

Old San Juan is a stand¬ 
alone masterpiece. Within 
the confines of the 4.8-kilo- 
metre-long old city wall, 
there are enough attrac¬ 
tions, restaurants, hotels 
and nightspots to make you 
forget that Puerto Rico is 
primarily a beach destina¬ 
tion (the closest swimming 
area is about 11/2 kilome¬ 
tres away). 

And the visual appeal? 
Think architecture on 
Prozac. San Juan draws 
from a palette normally re¬ 
served for birthday cake ic¬ 
ing. Strict bylaws enforce 
the use of historically accu¬ 
rate pastel paints, and it is 
forbidden to use the same 
colour on neighbouring 
houses. 


• From December through 
April, Air Canada has direct 
flights to Puerto Rico, depart¬ 
ing from Toronto (two per 
week) and Montreal (one per 
week). 

• American Airlines, Jet Blue, 


But things weren’t al¬ 
ways so rosy. In fact, mid¬ 
way through last centuiy. 
Old San Juan was down¬ 
right sleazy. 

“It was a marines’ town. 
There were a lot of strip 
joints, whorehouses and 
bars,” says Christobal Perez 
Del Pulgar, bartender at 
one of Old San Juan’s oldest 
pubs, El Batey. 

Crime was rampant, the 
city fell into disrepair, and 
tourists flocked to subur¬ 
ban resort strips like Con- 
dado and Isla Verde instead. 
Luckily, the government 
pulled up its socks and of¬ 
fered incentives for restora¬ 
tion. Additionally, Old San 
Juan and its three Spanish 
forts were designated a UN¬ 
ESCO World Heritage Site 
in 1983. 

Now locals are vehement¬ 
ly proud of the city, and you 


Spirit, American Trans Air, US 
Airways, Continental, United, 
Delta and Northwest also serv¬ 
ice Puerto Rico. 

• Visit gotopuertorico.com. 

REB STEVENSON/ 
FOR METRO CANADA 


will find Puerto Ricans and 
tourists side-by-side, chow- 
ing down on Mofongo 
Churrasco al Chimichurri 
(smashed plantain with 
marinated skirt steak, 
served in a mortar) at tradi¬ 
tional restaurants like 
Raices. 

Locals love to unwind. In 
1963 they invented the par¬ 
ty cocktail that’s synony¬ 
mous with getting tipsy un¬ 
der a palm tree: the Pina 
Colada. 

Want to raise a glass with 
Puerto Ricans? Stay uphill 
on San Sebastian street, 
away from American 
tourists who converge in 
the area called Fortaleza. 

El Batey, with its graffiti- 
covered walls and gritty 
floors, seems like the kind 
of place you might be 
served punch. As in punch 
in the face. It’s open from 


11 a.m. to 7 a.m., but de¬ 
spite its tough exterior, El 
Batey turns out to be rebel¬ 
lious but friendly. 

“Is there smoking al¬ 
lowed in here?” 1 ask. 

“No. No, there’s not,” 
says the bartender, drawing 
on a lit cigarette. 

Well, you might argue 
that resistance is in their 
blood: after all, San Juan 
was a militaiy stronghold 
for centuries. You can visit 
the old Spanish fortifica¬ 
tions. 

The best is six-tiered El 
Morro, which guards the 
northwestern tip of Old San 
Juan. But perhaps more in¬ 
teresting is what the Puerto 
Ricans have done with its 
front yard. On weekends, 
hundreds of kites hitch a 
ride on the sea breeze. 

“We fly kites and drink 
beers, spend time with the 


family,” says Hector 
Sanchez, picnicking on site 
with a posse of friends and 
family. 

The Puerto Ricans 1 ap¬ 
proach are congenial, sin¬ 
cere, and satisfied with 
their U.S. ties. 

“We say we have the best 
of both worlds. We have a 
very stable government in 
Puerto Rico and a common 
currency. But we can hold 
(on to) our Latino culture 
like music and salsa,” says 
guide Jose Morales. 

Old San Juan has its fair 
share of American excess: 
The strip of designer stores 
along San Francisco Street 
(Guess, Ralph Lauren and 
CO.) caters to the 1.2 million 
cruise shippers who disem¬ 
bark annually. 

But as you venture uphill 
and away from the port, 
San Juan’s bohemian side 


emerges. The must-have 
souvenir is a piece of hand- 
painted art: wooden santos, 
or saints. As Three Kings 
Day is ardently celebrated 
on Jan. 6, the most authen¬ 
tic memento you can buy is 
a carving of the Three Wise 
Men. 

And speaking of smarts, 
only a fool visits San Juan 
without popping into Nuy¬ 
orican Cafe. 

Wooed by Sanchez and 
his impromptu dance les¬ 
son, 1 enter the popular 
club. A six-piece salsa band 
is crammed on stage and a 
handful of couples attacks 
the checkered dance floor 
with lighthearted fervour. 

As it turns out, sinewy 
Sanchez is something of a 
wise man himself 

“They’re true, honest 
souls who want to have a 
good time,” he reflects. 



A waitress at Raices raises a traditional dish served in a mortar. 
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Celebrity Buzz 
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Mayer to pop the question? 

John Mayer is reportedly planning to propose to gal pal 
Jennifer Aniston for her birthday on Feb. 11. eonline.com 


Lindsay and Sam 
back on again 


Brit and Justin’s run-in 


RELATIONSHIP Loolcs like 



GETTY images PHOTOS 


things are back on again 
for Holl 3 mrood’s favourite 
female couple. Lindsay Lo- 
han and Samantha Ronson 
were spotted lunching in 
Los Angeles Wednesday — 
after being seen out for 
dinner the night before. 

The pair reportedly had 
a very public row in Miami 
over New Year’s that led to 
breakup rumours, which 
Lohan dispelled on her 
MySpace blog this month. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


PEOPLE Britney Spears sup¬ 
posedly came face-to-face 
with ex-boyfriend Justin 
Timberlake earlier this 
week, msn.com reports. 

Us Magazine claims the 
back-on-track pop star ar¬ 
rived at Yatai Asian Tapas 
Bar in Los Angeles with 
mom Lynne around 10 
p.m. on Monday, little 
realizing that inside, 
former flame Timber- 
lake was enjo 3 dng a 
cosy meal with his 
girlfriend of two 
years, Jessica 
Biel. 

A source told 
the magazine 
that the eatery 
is “so small... 
like the size 
of a living 


room,” which made the os¬ 
tensible run-in all the 
more awkward. 

“Justin and Jessica 
looked like they were en¬ 
joying their meal until 
Britney turned up,’ 
a source told 


Splash News. “She didn’t 
see them, but they saw her 
and immediately looked 
very uncomfortable.” 

“Jessica and Justin 
looked to be slumping 
down in their seats to 
avoid (Spears),” said a 
source. “She left 30 min¬ 
utes later. Shortly after¬ 
ward, Justin and Jessica 
got in their car and left.” 

Britney last crossed 
paths with the crooner in 
November, when 
they performed 
separately with 
Madonna at the 
Los Angeles 
stop of her 
Sticky & Sweet 
tour. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Love for Luke all 
in Osbourne fam 


Divorce not an option: Jennifer 



MARRIAGE Kelly Osbourne, 
who is engaged to model 
Luke Worrall, tells In 
Touch magazine that her 
father, Ozzy, has given the 
model his seal of approval 
to marry his baby girl. 

“He and my dad get on 
veiy well, which 1 was ab¬ 
solutely amazed 
with,” said 
Osbourne, who 
added that she 
loves 

“everything” 
about her fiance. 

METRO NEWS 

SERVICES 


MARRIAGE Jennifer Lopez 
says divorcing her bus 
band is “not an option,’ 
femalefirst.co.uk re¬ 
ports. 

The singer-and-actress 
has been dogged by ru 
mours her four -5 
marriage to Marc An¬ 
thony is on the 


Touch Weekly mag¬ 
azine: “Every time 
I’m not wearing 
my ring, people 
think I’m getting 
^ divorced. Divorce 
is not — and was 
Lever — an option.” 
The website 
alleges cou¬ 
ple’s relation- 
y ship was said 
to be at 
“breaking 
point” after 
the pair were 
both spotted 
out without 


their wedding bands. 

Marc, 40, further fuelled 
rumours the pair’s rela¬ 
tionship was on the rocks 
when he was seen flirting 
with women in New York 
and Las Vegas nightclubs 
and complaining 39-year- 
old Jennifer had been 
“making me miserable.” 

It’s been suggested that 
Jennifer’s close friend and 
former manager Benny 
Medina — who said the 
pair is going strong — is 
part of the problem be¬ 
tween her and Marc. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Naomi settles dispute with housekeeper 


LEGAL Naomi Campbell has 
settled a legal dispute with 
a former housekeeper who 
claimed the supermodel 
struck her and called her 
names for not being able 
to locate a pair of jeans, 
people.com reports. 

While terms of the set¬ 
tlement have been sealed, 
an attorney for Campbell 
said that both she and for¬ 


mer employee Gaby Gib¬ 
son were satisfied. Gibson 
was under the supermod- 
el’s employ from Novem¬ 
ber 2005 through January 
2006, the Associated Press 
reports. 

An attorney for Gibson 
did not return calls for 
comment. In the course of 
the case, Campbell denied 
Gibson’s claims and was 



never charged with 
any crime. 

Campbell, 38, has 
a spotty history 
with housekeepers. 
In 2007, she was 
ordered to attend 
anger manage¬ 
ment class¬ 
es and 
complete 
five days 


of 


community service 
after she pleaded 
guilty to assault for 
throwing a cell 
phone at another 
housekeeper. 
Ana Scolavino, 
the website 
adds. 

METRO 
NEWS 
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Madge and Guy play nice 



DIVORCE Looks like Madon¬ 
na and Guy Ritchie have 
decided to play nice during 
their divorce for the sake 
of their children. “They’re 
working very hard to have 
an amicable 
divorce be- 


cause 
(Madon¬ 
na’s 
daugh¬ 
ter) 


Lourdes came to them beg¬ 
ging, ‘Please don’t be mean 
to each other,”’ a source 
told the New York Daily 
News. “Then she told them 
she wanted ever 5 fthing to 
be as friendly as possible.” 
Ritchie was seen arriving 
at Madonna’s New York 
apartment earlier 
this week, where 
they are said to 
be working on 
their platonic re- 
" ationship. 

METRO NEWS 


SERVICES 


Kate shows off sparkler 



RUMOUR Once again, Kate 
Moss is rumoured to be en¬ 
gaged to long-term 
bo 5 dfiend Jamie Hince, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports 
According to Elle UK 
Kate was spotted yes¬ 
terday enjoying 
lunch in London, 
sporting a huge 
sparkler on her 
finger. 

The mystery 
deepens, as 
when she went 
into the Japan¬ 
ese restaurant 
she wasn’t 
wearing a ring, 
but later when 


she emerged she had a dia¬ 
mond on her finger. 

Of course, this could just 
be an early birthday gift 
from Hince, as the super¬ 
model does turn 35 this 
week and is used to lav¬ 
ish presents by now. 
This new rumour 
will only fuel the on¬ 
going speculation 
that the fashion icon 
pregnant, after 
months of hid¬ 
ing her tummy 
and giving 
cr 5 ^tic clues to 
the press. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Beyonce abandoned dog? 



PETS It looks like when Bey¬ 
once Knowles asked staff 
at Columbia Records to 
watch her dog, Munchie, 
last summer, she didn’t 
just mean while she was 
in a meeting. 

According to staff at 
the label, they’re still 
waiting for the 
singer to come col¬ 
lect her pooch — 
several months later. 
“Munchie has effective 
ly taken up residency, 
a source at the label 
says, according to 
Hollyscoop. 

“Puddles of liquid are 


appearing all over the of¬ 
fice. Staff are taking turns 
to take Munchie for walks 
and take it home on the 
evenings and 
weekends.” 

METRO 
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the ridht 
that 

gays it all! 
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Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes'.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 AM 


Today 

Sunny 

3V-5" 


Saturday 

Sunny 

2C/-6C 


Sunday 

Sunny 


BREAKFAST 

TELEVISION 
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Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


1 Poke 

31 Wet wiggler 

4 Prospector’s hope 

32 Contemptible 

8 Rainout spread 

34 Grouch 

12 Have bills 

35 Coaster 

13 Basin accessoiy 

36 Welle specialty 

14 Disturb 

37 Cash recipient 

15 California campus 

40 Sandwich shop 

17 “Do — others ...” 

41 Birthright barterer 

18 Show bad aim 

42 Fed head Ben 

19 Devoutness 

46 Peel 

20 Paratrooper’s need 

47 Vicinity 

22 Palette selections 

48 A billion years 

24 Stash 

49 Shark variety 

25 Look like 

50 Sailing vessel 

29 Altar constellation 

51 Disencumber 

30 Pugilist 



Crossword down 

1 Task 

23 Secondhand 

2 Shock partner 

25 Got up 

3 Shorts of a sort 

26 German capitalist? 

4 Skein members 

27 Breach of secrecy 

5 They give a hoot 

28 Exile isle 

6 Shelter 

30 Acrimony 

7 Parched 

33 Phony 

8 Self-evident statement 

34 Pop choice 

9 Highly rated 

36 Of punishment 

10 “Hud” director Martin 

37 Salon request 

11 Tactic 

38 Largest of the seven 

16 Charlie Brown’s nemesis. 

39 Tug hard 

often 

40 Carey or Barrymore 

19 Equal 

42 Inlet 

20 African nation 

43 Historic time 

21 Take on 

44 Japanese pond carp 

22 Under a spell 

45 Conclusion 


PREVIOUS DArS CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 


Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25+ min.Keep practising 
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Chinese pork 
with plums 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 tbsp (25 ml) vegetable oil 
4 lean pork loin steaks 

1 2/3 lbs (800 g) plums, 
halved, stoned and rough¬ 
ly chopped 

4 spring onions, cut into 1- 
in (2.5-cm) lengths 
4 orange sweet potatoes, 
peeled and cut into 1/2-in 
(1-cm) cubes 
8 oz (250 g) can water 
chestnuts, drained and 
rinsed, then sliced 
2-in (3-cm) piece fresh gin¬ 
ger, peeled and grated 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

1 red chili pepper, deseed¬ 
ed and finely chopped (op¬ 
tional) 

2 tsp (10 ml) sugar 

1 tbsp (15 ml) salt-reduced 
soy sauce 

1 tbsp (15 ml) cider 
vinegar 

2 tbsp (25 ml) Chinese rice 
wine or dry sherry 

1/4 tsp (1 ml) five-spice 
powder 

2 tbsp (25 ml) chopped 
fresh coriander 

METHOD: 

1. Preheat oven to 350°F 
(180°C). Heat oil in large 
flameproof casserole dish. 


then briefly fry pork 
steaks on both sides until 
lightly browned. Add 
plums, spring onions, 
sweet potatoes and water 
chestnuts to casserole 
dish, then stir. 

2. Put ginger into small 
bowl. Add garlic, chili pep¬ 
per (if using), sugar, soy 
sauce, vinegar, wine or 
sheriy and five-spice pow¬ 
der. Mix well, then spoon 
mixture over ingredients 
in casserole dish. Cover 
with lid, then cook in 
oven, stirring occasionally, 
for about 45 minutes until 
meat is tender and sauce 
has thickened. 

3. Taste sauce and add 
more sugar or vinegar if 
needed, depending on 
flavour of plums, to give a 
good balance of sweet and 
sour tastes. Scatter 
chopped coriander over 
top and serve. 

SERVES 4 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL20 

A schoolgirl will pull some¬ 
body’s leg. Someone’s dis¬ 
mayed after hearing a cold- 
hearted comment. A heartbro¬ 
ken friend gets happy news. 



TAURUS 
APRIL 21 -MAY 21 


© 


Shocking behaviour can be 
avoided. Meet with an official 
to get ahead. Heed the advice 
of a well meaning person. 


GEMINI 

MAY22-JUNE 21 



You’ll predict that someone is 
running wild. You’ll dream 
about tough treatment. Speak 
carefully because a legal issue 
isn’t what it seems. 


CANCER 

JUNE22-JULY22 



A minor event will weaken a 
union. Don’t risk going into 
dangerous places. Get some 
protection from wickedness. 


JULY23-AUG23 

Someone will boast about a 
crime of passion. Something in 
the news will shock you. An 
awkward fool is smitten with 
your style. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


An idle person will create a 
scandal. A game player causes a 
puzzling situation. A wrongdo¬ 
ing in business is cause for rev¬ 
elations. 


LIBRA ^ 

SEPT23-OCT23 

Take a more sensitive approach 
to a project. A confession leads 
to a delightful situation. Behav¬ 
ioural problems will be not be 
funny. 


SCORPIO ^ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Reconfigure your payments to 
get a better deal. You’ll find a 
way to celebrate life. You can 
withstand other people’s nega¬ 
tive thoughts. 


SAGITTARIUS ^ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Do your best and people will go 
berserk. A troubled person’s 
recklessness is becoming a 
habit. Find a better source of 


CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

A dreadful man causes some 
confusion. A tired person clash¬ 
es with your passions. Focus on 
having lots of laughs. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Good fortune is coming for a 
spendthrift. Make up your 
mind to take a stand. A level¬ 
headed pal is homesick. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

A random act of kindness will 
alienate other people. A man is 
reluctant to end a nasty debate. 
A relative is aware of your 
plans. 


This day in history 

JAN. 16,1492: The first grammar of a modem language, Spanish, 
is presented to Queen Isabella. 

JAN. 16,1547: Ivan IV of Russia, a.k.a. Ivan the Terrible, becomes 
Tsar of Russia. 

JAN. 16,1581: The Enghsh Parliament outlaws Roman 
Catholicism. 

JAN. 16,1707: The Scottish Parliament ratifies the Act of Union, 
paving the way for the creation of Great Britain. 

JAN. 16,2006: Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf is sworn in as Liberia’s new 
president. She becomes Africa’s first female elected head of state. 
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HAKIM DESIGNER EYEGLASSES 


.Including'Single Vision and Regular Bifocals. Regular price $500. 
KL* See store forxjetails. 


Over 140 Discount Outlets... 100 One Hour In-Store Labs 

For nearest location call: 1-800-387-0791 • www.hakimoptical.ca 



TICKETS AT www.bridalfantasy.com 





















































































































































































































compare at ^^5 


LADIES 


FRENCH CONNECTION 


Handbags 
& Purses 


corwpare at $60 


^mbare 


compare at $60 


Don*t Miss Out! Huge Savings on 


Merits and Ladies Brand Name & Designer Fashions! 


lowest ticket price 

COMPARE AT $295-$495 


desicneRDepoi dC 


Ladies 

Athleticwear 

Pants & Jackets 


Entire Collection 

men’s & ladies 
designer shoes 


Fur Trimmed 

Hoodies 


ENTIRE COLLECTION 


Designer Suits 

take an extra 


HUGE 

DAYS! 


TODAY THRU MONDAY 
AT BOTH EDMONTON 
SUPERSTORES! 


Ladies 

Swe^ 

Dres^ 


MEN'S COLLECT ON 


LADES 


Dress 

Shirts 


fcuk 


Ladies Brand 
Name Denim 


club tops sweaters 

entire selection ^ 


huge selection! 
fine knits • cable knits 

• chenille • t-neck 

• V-neck • crew neck 
and morel 


I ue! 

$ 19 . 99 -$ 39.99 


Free! 


dD price $19.99-$99.99 
compare at $38-$278 


(S) w 


of equal or lesser value. I ^ 

Now from only $19.99 I Compare at $40 


Don't Miss Out! 
HUGE SAVINGS! 


Bubble Jackets 


entire store! 


Bubble 

Jackets 


save 


compare at $100 




compare at $125 


all fall & winter 
designer fashions 


Wool 

Pea Coats 


SKETCIHtS guess MOTO 
PARAsuco dollhouse fcuk 


mavi 


puma 


ivitcx.;A nar AnOI FD 

Chinese Laundry PONT ZERO 
jC.X. 7V)3 plus may morel 


Men's V 
Denim 


Mens 

BRAND NAME 


TRENCH 

COATS 

zip-out liner 




$ts 


compare at $195 


desicncR Jr 

Depot 


• WEST POINT CENTRE, 

17540 10OTH Ave 

• SOUTH COMMON 

1620 99THST. NW 


*90%OFFISBASEDONWHATOTHERRErAILEFBINGANADA(>IARGEORMAY(>IAFIGEI^THESAMEORCOMR<\RABLFErTe^*SOMEEX(»=T1(>B*SEL£^^ SOME FTH^ NOT EXACTLY AS ILLISTmTED* SOME QUANTIES MAY BE UMITED 



































